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This version features more Commonly Asked Questions than
the previous printed version.

Book Update

Changes for the following Chapters are highlighted-@u. All changes areffective August 1,
2011 unless otherwise noted.

Chapter % Introduction

Chapter 3- Awards
Chapter 1: Introduction
USBC Mission
To provide benefits, resources and programs that enhance the bowling experience.

Membership

How Obtained

Membership in USBIE composed of adults and youth who have paid the appropriate USBC, and

if applicable, state and local association dipescessing fee (youthMembership in USBC may

be obtained through a league, tournament, chartered association, Alllatitarge and ia

BOWL.com. Upon completing a membership application card and paying the appropriate dues, an
individual becomes a member of USBC plus one USBC local and one USBC state association.

A new member who joins a summer league after March 15 of the curresbseshall, at the

time the individual files his/her application for membership, pay only those annual USBC, state
and local dues that are then known to be, or to become, effective for the next season. Upon
payment of such dues, the individual shall be gearmembership in USBC and applicable state
and local associations for the balance of the current season and the next season.

A bowler must pay dues in each local association in which he/she applies for membership and/or
bowls, except as provided in Rul@0e, Traveling leagues or Rule 100I, MaBraphic leagues or

if the associations have a reciprocal agreement to waive dues. When a bowler joins a local
association, he/she shall join the applicable state association. Regardless of the number of state
and local associations in which an individual holds membership, he/she shall pay current USBC
national membership dues only one time.

Upon obtaining membership in USBC each member agrees to be bound by all final decisions of
USBC concerning application oterpretation of USBC Bylaws, playing rules and other matters
relating to the sport of bowling as governed by USBC.

Required Fees
Each individual applying for USBC membership shall pay annual dues not to exceed:




Adult Dues Youth Standard Dues

USBC $10.00 USBC $14.50
Maximum State $ 1.00 State $ .50
Maximum Local $10.00 Local Processing $ 2.00
Total Maximum $21.00 Total $17.00

State and local dues (adult only) amounts will not exceed the maximums established by USBC
delegates.Youthdues may be different from adult dues.

Members of multiple local associations pay the appropriate state, if required, and local dues or
processing fees (youth), unless the associations have a reciprocal agreement to waive or reduce
dues.

If a youthpurchases youth and adult membership, national dues are only paid once.

Effective Date

On receipt of a membership application and the appropriate dues, a membership card will be

valid:

a. For the season starting August 1 through July 31.

b. Through October 1 dhe following season for summer leagues and tournameivisuth who
turn 20 during the season are not granted the October 1 extension for tournament play;
youth membership expires July 31 of the season in which they turn 20 years old. If a youth
member bavling in a summer league turns 20 during the season and the league continues
beyond July 31, the bowler may complete the league as a youth bdvdeindividuals
authorized as mentally challenged, the age requirement is waived.

c. Through the balance of theurrent season and the following season when purchased after
March 15 either through a summer league or associate membership.

For membership to be effective as of the date purchased in a league, the league secretary must
forward the league membership duespplication cards and league application to the local
associatiorleague processor (youthyithin 30 days.Otherwise, membership benefits are not
effective until the date received at the local association offecegue processor (youth)

Possession @ valid membership card entitles the bowler to participate in all USBC competition
for which they are otherwise qualified.

Changes in Dues

The maximum dues structure for adults may only be changed by the USBC delegation. The dues
structure for youths maypnly be changed by the USBC Board based on recommendations from
the Youth Committee.

Types of Membership

Associate




Associate membership is available to individuals who do not obtain membership through a USBC
league subiject to the following:
a. Theassociate membership dues shall be:

1. Adult- National dues ($10) plus the actual dues charged by the local and state association
the bowler is joining. When local and state dues are not known, adult associate dues will
be $21 ($10 national, $10 local, $hts)

2. Youthg $17

b. When associate membership is obtained after March 15, the individual shall become a
member for the balance of the current season and the next season.

c. The dues automatically will be adjusted whenever changes are made to the national, state
and local dues.

Sport Bowling

All bowlers participating in USBC Sport Bowling leagues must pay or provide proof of payment of
the Sport Bowling membership dues ($15 for adults; $10 for youth) in addition to all required
standard USBC membership dues. Waleequired by tournament rule, participants in Sport

Bowling tournaments are not required to be Sport Bowling members.

Substitutes in USBC Sport Bowling leagues are permitted to participate in one league session per
season without the requirement to puinase Sport Bowling membership if he/she already has
purchased USBC standard membership for the current season. Only USBC Sport Bowling
members are eligible for USBC Sport Bowling awards.

The standard USBC membership dues for USBC Lifetime memberspailll thy USBC, but the
bowler is responsible for paying the additional Sport Bowling dues.

Youth Basic Membership

The USBC Youth Basic membership will cost $5 ($4 national, $1 processing fee) and be available
to all youth who bowl in a league that medts 12 or fewer sessions. Benefits include:

USBC Youth membership card;

USBC recognized averagfel2 or more games

The ability to participate in USBC certified tournaments for that season ending July 31;
Access to the USBC Youth Purchasable Awards pnogra

USBC High Score Awards;

League Championship Award emblems;

One issue oS Youth Bowlenagazine.
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to all youth who bowl in bumper leagaer leagues consisting of youth ages 7 or younger. A
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processing fee. Benefits include:

a. USBC Youth membership card;

b. USBC recognized average of 12 or more garBesaper averages are only recognized for

other bumper competition. Bumper averages will be compiled and listed with bumper

designation.

The ability to participate in USBC certified tournaments for that season ending July 31,

Access to the USBC Youth Pasdble Awards program;

USBC Youth awards program;

Bowlopolis DVD;

One issue of Bowlopolis the MAG;

Enrollment in the Bowlopolis Kids Club;

Peewee Progress Report Card.
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Junior Gold

Membership consists of youth bowlers who must:
a. Be a USBC Youth standanémber in good standing and maintain compliance with Rule 400.
b. Purchase an additional Junior Gold membership of $30 separate from regular USBC Youth
standardmembership.
1. Junior Gold members will receive a youth Sport membership.
2. Junior Gold membership isNd:
a) For the season starting August 1 through July 31.
b) Through October 1 of the following season for summer leagues.
3. Junior Gold membership must be purchased prior to entry into a qualifying event for the
USBQ@Qunior Gold Championships.

High School

Individual: USBC High School membership will cost $5 ($4 national, $1 processing fee) and be

available to all youth who bowl in recognized interscholastic competitions between two or more

schools. Benefits include:

a. USBC Youth membership card.

b. USBC recognizexverage consisting of all complete games bowled by the member (minimum
of 12 games) in eligible competitions.

c. The ability to participate in USBC certified tournaments for that season ending July 31.

USBC High Score Awards.

e. Members are eligible for schokttips and awards available through the USBC Coaches
Registration Program.

o

The membership is valid for recognized high school competitions. Should a member wish to
participate in other USBC Youth league competition, he/she must obtain USBC membership and
pay the necessary fees. USBC Standard members may patrticipate in this program without
payment of additional feeand completing a USBC High School membership application



The USBC High School Coaches Registration Prodfammerly the High School Team
Membership Program) is open to all Interscholastic Coaches free of charge. Coaches can register
their high school bowlers and receive benefits from USBC.

The Coaches Registration Program is valid solely for recognized high school competitions during
eachind A Rdzr £ GSIFYaQ 2FFAOAIET KAIK aOKz22f o02¢f Ay3
Youth competitions, (non High School) the individual must obtain USBC membership by paying all
required membership dues.

Averages from the USBC High School CoaatgistRation Program will not be recognized for
entry purposes into any other USBC leagues and/or tournaments.

Collegiate

USBC Collegiate membership is available to stud#rietes participating on an intercollegiate
team. Each intercollegiate team musiraplete an application for membership and submit the
required dues for each student athlete. Each studatitlete must complete a USBC membership
application.

By purchasing a membership through USBC Collegiate, collegiate members receive USBC National
Membership and a Sport Membership upgrade only. USBC Collegiate membership entitles
studentathletes to participate in certified USBC Collegiate competition. To participate in USBC
standard or Sport competition, the applicable state/local membership dues beuphid.

USBC Lifetime

Former ABC Lifetime and WIBC Permanent Membership will be recognized by USBC
Headquarters. Membership dues will be credited by USBC to the appropriate state and local
association(s) upon submission of a membership application g&$on. In addition, USBC will
reimburse membership dues for one local association and one state association per season.

Optional Benefits

USBC:

a. May offer optional benefits for members at dues reflective of the value of services provided
by USBC, statend/or local associations.

b. May offer optional benefits for men, women and youth bowlers who choose to be identified
with USBC. Dues will reflect the level of membership privileges, services and benefits
provided.

c. Determines dues for USBC and establishestlaximum amount of state and local dues only
for optional benefits.

The association must offer all levels of membership as established by USBC.

USBC is authorized to test optional benefits prior to offering them, and to waive those specific
bylaws, rles and regulations required for testing and implementation.

Youth Membership Eligibility Rule 400



USBC Youth membership is available to individuals who have not reached théirt2@ay prior
to August 1 of the current bowling season and have naangd compliance with Item a below.
Individuals who purchase Youth membership in a summer league and turn 20 prior to August 1
will be allowed to complete the summer leagu€he age limitation is waived for those
authorized as mentally challenged.
a. Exceptas provided in Item b, a youth may not bowl, substitute or pace in any bowling activity
which offers any of the following as prizes:
1. Cash or bonds.
2. Merchandise exceeding $500 in value.
b. Youth may bowl in singles competitions (including side competitioash®ets) offering such
prizes, provided, prior to bowling:
1. ¢ KS O2YLISGAGAZ2Y | ANBSa G2 gl NR (KS @2dziKQa
2. The youth signs the USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver waiving his/her rights to any
prizein violation of thisrule.

In youth competition, youth members may participate in side competitions/brackets provided all
entries are returned 100% in the form of scholarships only and awards comply with Item a above.

Buying or selling of earned prizes is prohibited.

Anyyouth bowler deemed in violation of this rule is subject to disciplinary action including the
potential loss of youth membership.

NOTE: There are no limits on scholarship amounts or entry fees (must be paid directly to the
tournament director/manager) ashreimbursement of actual travel expenses into the
next higher level of competition or any tournament or event. (Receipts must be
provided upon request.)

The prizes authorized by a state high school athletic association or a collegiate athletic agsociatio
recognized by USBC and USBC Collegiate are not subject to the limitations of this rule.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 400

400/1 My 18year-old daughter is still a USBC Youth member, but wishes to join our Adult/You
league with her younger brotherMay she join the league as the adult, or would it affect
her eligibility as a USBC Youth member?

The league rules and/or board determine if she can join as the adult. Since the league 1
follow USBC Rule 400, it would have no effect on her USBC Y ontharship.

400/2 What awards can now be given in USBC Youth competition?

In addition to scholarships and USBC Awards, bowling equipment, apparel, gift certifica
and other merchandise prizes are allowed. The total value of prizes a youth could riecei
any one event cannot exceed $500. Scholarships do not fall under this limitation. (Gift
certificates or gift cards cannot be redeemable for cash.)

400/3 Can a youth bowl for cash or bonds?
No. Bowling for cash or bonds is a violation of Rule 400.
4004 Can a youth bowl in an adult doubles or team event where cash or bonds are offered if

USBC Prize Waiver is signed or the competition agrees to offer scholarships through




SMART?

No. Rule 400 only allows youths to participate in adult singles conguegitvith cash or
bond prizes and/or merchandise prizes valued in excess of $500 provided they submit t
USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver form prior to participating in such a competitior

400/5

Can bowling centers award items such as free soft #anfood and free games for bowling
accomplishments?

Yes. However, the total value of the awards an individual can earn in any one event, wif
the exception of scholarships, cannot exceed $500.

400/6

Can a parent or legal guardian purchase a ring to commemorate a youth's 298, 299 or 3
game or 700, 800 or 900 series?

Yes. USBC policy only allows USBC Youth members their parents or legal guardians tof
purchase an upgraded commemorative high score.rBawling centers, USBC associations
or other parties cannot purchase the rings as awards for their USBC Youth bowlers. Thi]
policy is a proactive approach to prevent offering awards that could jeopardize a USBC
Youth member's amateur status and eligilyilio compete in high school sports.

400/7

What is the maximum amount a youth bowler can earn in scholarships?
There is no limitation on the value of scholarships that can be awarded in youth
competition.

400/8

What is the purpose of the USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver?

The waiver serves three primary purposes. First, it ensures that the USBC Youth memb
aware that the event is offering prizes which may be in violation of Rule 400. Second, it
providesthe USBC Youth member the opportunity to compete in singles competitions
without jeopardizing his/her USBC Youth eligibility. And last, it replaces the Parental
Consent Form in adult singles competitions.

400/9

Where can we find a copy of the USBC Sin@lesnpetition Prize Waiver?
The official USBC Singles CompetiBoize Waiver can be found on our web site, BOWL.c
or by contacting the Rules Team at (800) 2645, ext. 3155.

400/10

Can a league or tournament make up its own prize waiver?
No, onlythe official USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver form can be used.

400/11

What competitions can a USBC Youth member compete in by signing the USBC Prize
Waiver?

The USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver is acceptable only for use in adult singles
competitions which offer cash or bonds and/or any merchandise prizes valued greater th
$500. The USBC Singles Competition Prize Waiver is NOT ACCEPTABLE for use in te
more players) competition including, for example, Adult/Youth team competitions.

400112

Must the bowler complete this waiver before they start the competition or can the bowle
wait until the prize list is finalized before signing the waiver?

Prior to competing the member must complete and sign the prize waiver designating the
intent to decline any cash prizes they may qualify for.

400/13

When a bowler signs th&SBC Singles Competition Prize Waignd earns a prize they
have waived claim to, what happens to these prizes?

Any waived prizes shall be returned to the prize fundréalistribution to the other eligible
participants.

400/14

If I have questions or concerns regarding amateur status/rules in my state, how can |
contact my state high school athletic association?




Locate the contact for your specific state on High SchowlliBg page of BOWL.com.

400/15
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and help with other expenses. Is this acceptable?
Yes, however, USBC prefers the entire league be sponsored so each team is treated th|
same. Sponsors can cover normal expenses, such as providing team shirts, travel expe
to tournaments, etc.

Amendment Procedures

Amendments submitted by a member or chartered association to the USBC General Playing
Rules, Adult League and TournamenteRuhust be in writing to the USBC Executive Director by
September 1 prior to the date of the next USBC Annual Meeting for action by the delegates.

The USBC Board, by a titords vote, amends the USBC Awards and Youth League and Youth
Tournament RulestThe USBC Board also has authority to adopt Resolutions.

The Equipment Specifications and Certification Committee, acting for and on behalf of the USBC
Board, are authorized to have final authority to alter or change specificatidhgroposed
amendmens to certification regulations or measurement specifications must be submitted in
writing to USBC Headquarters.

Local Membership Meetings

With the exception of affiliate status associations, the local association is required to hold at least
one memberstp meeting each season.

At a membership meeting, elective positions are filled according to the provisions of Article V of
the local association bylaws.

The meeting is open to the entire membership of the association and is under the direction of the
board. All regular business is considered at the meeting.

The president may call other membership meetings as considered necessary, but shall call a
meeting of the association upon written request of at least three board members or at least 25
members of theassociation.

The association manager forwards a written notice of all membership meetings to each league
secretary and the association board. All notices should be forwarded to the league secretaries
and association board at least 15 days in advanceefiketing. The league secretary shall

notify the members of the league.



Chapter 2: General Playing Rules
Rule 1¢ USBC Certification

Leagues and tournaments must be organized and bowled in accordanctl8BE Bylawsules
and regulations. Thesevents must be scheduled on lanes that currently are USBC certified and
only USBC approved equipment may be used.

Rule 2¢ The Game

2a. Definition

A game of American tenpins consists of ten (10) frames. A player delivers two balls in each of the
first nine frames unless a strike is scored. In the 10th frame, a player delivers three balls if a strike
or spare is scored. Every frame must be completed by each player bowling in regular order.

2b. How Scored

Except when a strike is scored, the number ofpin] y 2 O1 SR R2¢y o0& (KS LX I &S
to be marked next to the small square in the upper rigpand corner of that frame, and the

number of pins knocked down by the player's second delivery is to be marked inside the small

square. If none of thetanding pins are knocked down by the second delivery in a frame, the

scoresheet shall be marked with-9. (The count for the two deliveries in the frame shall be

recorded immediately.

A frame by frame account on how the above game is scored and deltwan be found on
BOWL.com.

2c. Strike

A strike is made when the full setup of 10 pins is knocked down with the first delivery in a frame.

It is marked by an (x) in the small square in the upper #igintd corner of the frame where it was

made. Thecoum F2NJ 2y S a0NAR{1S A& wmn LI dza GKS ydzYo SNJ 27
two deliveries.

2d. Double

Two consecutive strikes is a double. The count for the first strike is 20 plus the number of pins
knocked down with the first delivery followingetsecond strike.

2e. Triple or Turkey

Three successive strikes is a triple or turkey. The count for the first strike is 30. To bowl the
maximum score of 300, the player must bowl 12 strikes in succession.

2f. Spare

A spare is scored when pins Istanding after the first delivery are knocked down with the
second delivery in that frame. It is marked by a (/) in the small square in the uppehagtt
corner of the frame. The count for a spare is 10 plus the number of pins knocked down by the
playeQd ySEG RSt AOBSNEBO®
2g. Open
An open is recorded when a player fails to knock down all 10 pins after two deliveries in a frame.
9




2h. Split

A split is a setup of pins left standing after the first delivery, provided the head pin is down and at
least one pins down:

1. Between two or more standing pins; e.g-9%r 310.

2. Immediately ahead of two or more standing pins; e.€6, 5

NOTE: A splitis usually designated by a (0), but any other symbol may be used.

Rule 3¢ Modified Formats

Competition in which a matied game of American tenpins is played or bumpers are used may

be certified by USBC. With the exception of bumpers, all USBC equipment specifications shall

apply to such competition and all USBC rules shall apply insofar as practical, in addition to the

following:

1. Games bowled using the modified format shall not be included in averages established in
league play for entry in standard American tenpin competition.

2. Only award scores bowled using the standard American tenpin scoring system as described in
Rule 2a and meeting USBC equipment specifications qualify for USBC awards. Members are
not eligible for any USBC awards based on average.

3. Bumper Bowling.

Youth: USBC Standard Youth members bowling in USBC bumper bowling competition are
StAIAGES F2NI It  2dziK {4 yRI NePRwieSbhesBNE KA L] 6 Sy
benefits in Chapter 1.

USBC may permit modifications or variations in team play forneatthé purposes of exhibition

events, television bowling or playoff matches resulting from USBC tournament competition in the

jdzZ t AFEAY3 NRBdzyRAd® ¢KS NBadzZ §a 2F adzOK S@Syida a
awards programs.

NOTE: For types ad descriptions of modified formats including Baker System, se& 8i&C
League Operations HandbookBOWL.com

Rule 4¢ Delivering the Ball

4a. Legal Delivery

Il RSEAGSNE A& YIRS ¢6KSy GKS olFff tSIFI@gSa GKS LI |
playing territory. Every delivery counts unless a dead ball is declaredR(fe@) A delivery

must be made entirely by manual means. No device may be incorporated in or affixed to the ball

that detaches on delivery or is a moving part during delivery except as provided in Rule 4b and

Rule 4c.

4b. Special Equipment to Grip the Ball

A player may use special equipment to aid in grasping and delivering the ball if it is in place of a
hand, or major portion thereof, lost by amputation or otherwise.

10
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4c. Mechanical Aids to Grip the BalRlternating Delivery

A player may, if grantedermission by USBC Headquarters and each league or tournament in
which the player participates, alternate right/lefianded delivery and/or use special equipment
to aid in grasping and delivering the ball.
1. Unless the individual is unable to impart forceimpetus to a ball, the aid cannot incorporate
a mechanical device with moving parts that would impart force or impetus to the ball.
2. Permission may be granted if the following is submitted to USBC Headquarters:
a.! R2O00G2NNa OSNIA T Ayanditi reRsBrit@aNdinate noE/lefit KS RA &l 0 A
handed delivery and/or recommending the aid.
b. A description, drawing or model of the aid (only for mechanical aid).

When authorization is given, USBC Headquarters will provide the player with a special card
stating that alternating right/lefthanded delivery and/or the use of the specified mechanical aid
has been approved. If permission is denied, the player has the right of appeal to the USBC Legal
Committee. Permission may be withdrawn for cause.

4d. Special Caiderations to Deliver the Ball

A player unable to execute a delivery in accordance with any of the foregoing procedures may

bowl in USBC competition provided:

1. ¢KS fSIF3dzSQa o02FNR 2F RANBOG2NRA 2N G2dzNY I YSy i

2. TheleagzSQa 0602 NR 2F RANBOG2NRE 2NJ G2dzNy I YSYy(d Yyl
govern such participation.

The average established by the player is not acceptable in another league or tournament unless
allowed by the rules of that league or tournameiithe bowler is eligible for all USBC awards.

4e. Tournament Average Relief

Relief of an average, due to injury or disability, for entry into a tournament must be approved by
USBC Headquarters in accordance with the following:
1. A player who has becomejured or disabled may request relief of his/her USBC average by
providing the following information to USBC Headquarters:
a! R20G2NNa OSNIAFAOFIGS RSAONAOAY3I (KSY
1) Disability or injury.
2) Length of disability or injury.
3) Reason for a downward average adjustrhen
b. Bowler's weekly gamby-game bowling record and current standing sheet from each
USBC league in which the player is participating.
2. If authorization is granted, USBC will notify the player:
a. The minimum average a tournament may assign the player.
b. The timelimit for the relief.
3. Tournament management may, prior to participation:
a. ! OOSLIi GKS 02¢f SNDa KAIKSAG OdzZNNByda ' {./ €SI
the minimum established by USBC.
b. Assign the bowler an average that meets or exceeds the miniestablished by USBC.
c. Deny the relief and require the bowler to use the average as stated in tournament rules.

Permission may be withdrawn for cause.

11



Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 4e.

4e/l Last year a bowler averaged 190 righanded. Due to annjury, he is bowling lefthanded
this season and averaging 127. The bowler would like to participate in the city and state
tournaments bowling lefthanded. However, the tournament rules require participants to
use their highest previous season average ahd bowler does not want to bowl left
handed using his 190 rigitanded average. Can the bowler apply for tournament average
relief? If so, how?

Through the provisions of Rule 4e, a player now has the ability to request relief from
an established averagender injury or disability circumstances. All applications for
tournament average relief must be submitted to USBC Headquarters first for
consideration prior to participation. See USBC Rule 4e for details.

If authorization is granted by USBC Headquartiies player will be notified in writing of the
minimum average a tournament may assign and the time limit for the relief. The bowler
GKSY Ydzad NBIljdzSad G2dzNYyFYSyd YIFylF3aSySyi
However, tournament management still hiéee authority to deny the relief and require the
bowler to use the average as stated in tournament rules or assign the bowler an averags
that meets or exceeds the minimum established by USBC.

Rule 5¢ Fouls

5a. Definition

Afoul occurswhenapart@fKS LJ I @ SNDa o602Re SyONRIFOKSa 2y 2NJ:
touches any part of the lane, equipment or building during or after a delivery. A ball is in play

after a delivery until the same or another player is on the approach in position to make a

succeeding delivery.

The certification and inspection committee of a local association can require that the foul line be
plainly marked on the walls, posts, division boards or any other structure in a bowling center on a
line with the regular foul line.

When a foul is recorded the delivery counts, but the player is not credited with any pins knocked
down by that delivery. (Seleule 6b)

NOTE: The foul line is of infinite length including walls, flooring, posts arlrbturns. A foul is
not committed when foreign objects such as pens, jewelry, coins, cigarettes, etc., drop
FNRY | o02¢6f SNRa LIRO1TSG 2NJ FFHff FNRY | LISNA2:
are considered part of the body.) A player should requestnission to cross the foul
line to retrieve any items that have fallen beyond the foul line.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 5a.

5a/l What happens when there is a dispute over a foul call?
According to Rule 10, a provisional ball should be thrown wthere is a
controversy. A provisional ball or frame shall be bowled when a protest involving a

12



foul, cannot be resolved by the two team captains.

When a dispute over a foul occurs, the player shall complete the frame and then
bowl one provisional ball.He score sheet or printout and a record of both scores
for the frame in which the provisional delivery is made, shall be kept. The protest
must be referred to the league board of directors for a decision.

5a/2 A player goes over the foul line whileetaining possession of the ball. Is this
considered a foul?

No, a legal delivery must be executed for a foul to be committed. A legal delivery is
YIRS ¢gKSy (KS oFlff fSIFI@gSa GKS L} I &SNRa
playing territory.

5a/3 A member of a team crosses onto an adjacent approach when making a delivery.
Is this considered a foul?

A foul is not called when a bowler crosses onto an adjoining approach area.
However, if the bowler steps over the foul line on that lane, it is comedla foul.

5a/4 Is a foul called when the ball rolls over the foul line during delivery and the foul
detector is activated?
¢tKS o02gfAy3 olfft A& y20i O2yaARSNBR I LI

step on or go beyond the foul line, a faslnot recorded.

5b. Deliberate

When a player deliberately fouls to benefit by the calling of a foul, the player shall be credited
with zero pinfall for that delivery and not allowed further deliveries in that frame. If questions
arise, Rule 10, Prasional Ball, should be followed.

5c. Foul Detection

A USBC approved automatic foul detecting device must be used, if available. When not available

or temporarily inoperative, the following procedures shall be used to call fouls:

1. Intournament playmanagement shall assign a foul judge or have the official scorers call
fouls.

2. Inleague play, the opposing team captains shall call fouls or a foul judge shall be appointed.

Failure to provide for the calling of fouls as specified shall disqualify scovded for USBC high
score award consideration.

13



Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 5c.

5c¢/1 | What happens if our foul lights are not available?

If not available the opposing captains call fouls or designate someone to act as a foul judge
thesecircumstances, members of the league should be advised the captains are responsiblg
the calling of fouls or they are to designate someone to act as a foul judge.

5d. Apparent

A foul shall be declared and recorded if the automatic foul detea#gce or foul judge fails to
call a foul that is apparent to:

1. Both captains, or one or more members of each of the opposing teams, or

2. The official scorer, or

3. A tournament official.

If there is a dispute, refer tRule 10 Piovisional Ball.

Rule 6¢ Pinfall

6a. Legal Pinfall

Pins to be credited to a player following a legal delivery shall include:

1. Pins knocked down or off the lane surface by the ball or another pin.

2. Pins knocked down or off the lane surface by arpbounding from a side partition or rear
cushion.

3. Pins knocked down or off the lane surface by a pin rebounding from the sweep bar when it is
at rest on the pin deck before sweeping dead wood from the pin deck.

4. Pins that lean and touch the kickback or gidetition. All such pins are termed dead wood
and must be removed before the next delivery.

No pins may be conceded, and only pins actually knocked down or moved entirely off the playing
area of the lane surface as a result of a legal delivery may h&exbu

6b. lllegal Pinfall

When any of the following occur, the delivery counts but the resulting pinfall does not:

A ball leaves the lane before reaching the pins.

A ball rebounds from the rear cushion.

A pin rebounds after coming in contact with the bodyms or legs of a human pinsetter.
A pin is touched by mechanical pinsetting equipment.

Any pin knocked down when dead wood is being removed.

Any pin knocked down by a human pinsetter.

The player commits a foul.

A delivery is made with dead wood on tlaé or in the gutter and the ball contacts such
dead wood before leaving the lane surface.

A delivery is made with dead wood on the lane or in the gutter, and a pin, after coming into
contact with the dead wood, knocks down one or more pins.
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If an illegabinfall occurs and the player is entitled to additional deliveries in the frame, the pin(s)
illegally knocked down must be respotted where it (they) originally stood before delivery of the
ball.

Rule 7¢ Pins

7a. Improperly Set

LG Aa S lre§pnsihiityltodd&eddirie if a setup is correct. The player shall insist that any
pin(s) incorrectly set be respotted before delivering the ball, otherwise the setup is deemed to be
acceptable.

When bowling at a full setup or to make a spare, if iis€dvered immediately after the delivery
that one or more pins are set improperly, but not missing, the delivery and resulting pinfall count.

b2 OKFy3aS OFy 6S YIRS Ay (GKS LRarAdArzy 2F lye
unless:

1. Thepinsetter moved or misplaced any pin(s), or

2. Any standing pin(s) is (are) outside the range of the sweep bar.

Any such pin(s) will be respotted where it (they) originally stood before the delivery.

7b. Rebounding
Pins that rebound and stand on the lane shibe counted as standing pins.

7c. Replacement

Should a pin be broken or otherwise badly damaged during the game, it shall be replaced at once
by another pin as nearly uniform in weight and condition with the set in use. The league or
tournament officias shall determine whether pins shall be replaced.

A broken pin does not change the score made by the bowler. The pins knocked down are
counted, after which the broken pin is replaced.

Rule 8¢ Dead Ball

When a dead ball is called, the delivery doescmint and the correct pins must be respotted.
The player is allowed to rebowl that delivery.

A ball shall be declared dead if any of the following occur:

a. After a delivery, attention is immediately called to the fact that one or more pins were
missing fronthe setup.

b. A human pinsetter interferes with any standing pin before the ball reaches the pins.

c. A human pinsetter removes or interferes with any downed pin before it stops rolling.

d. A player bowls on the wrong lane or out of turn, or one player from eaamton the pair of
lanes bowls on the wrong lane(SeeRule 9)

15
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e. A player has physical contact with another person or moving object as the ball is being
delivered and before delivery is completed. In such case, the playehéagption to accept
the resulting pinfall or have a dead ball called.

f. Any pin is moved or knocked down as a player delivers the ball but before the ball reaches the
pins.

g. A delivered ball comes in contact with a foreign obstacle.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 8.

8/1 If an individual bowls out of turn does the delivery count?
No, according to Rule 8, Item d, a dead ball would be declared and the correct bowler is

then required to continue play.

8/2 A player made the first delivery when the pinsettingachine was set on the second

cycle. Seven pins were knocked down and the remaining pins were swept away as the
machine reverted to cycle one. Should a dead ball have been declared and the pins resq
Since the bowler made a legal delivery and the piasawproperly set, there would be no
basis for declaring the first delivery a dead ball. The three pins left standing would be res
for a second delivery in accordance with Rule 6b.

8/3 On the second delivery, the sweep bar comes down and deflectskihi before it can
make contact with the remaining pins. When this happens, what should we do?

Il OO2NRAY3I (2 wdzA S y> LGSY 3 I RSIFIR ol f
with any foreign obstacle. The sweep bar is considered a foreign@destnd the player is
required to have the pin(s) remaining respotted and rebowl! the second ball.

Rule 9¢ Bowling on the Wrong Lane

In league or tournament play, a dead ball shall be called and the player or players required to
rebowl on the correct lane when:

a. One player bowls on the wrong lane.

b. One player from each team on the pair of lanes bowls on the wrong lane.

If more than one player on the same team bowls on the wrong lane in turn, all deliveries stand as
bowled. Upon discoverypowlers shall complete subsequent frames on the correct lanes.

In singles match play competition, where a player normally bowls two frames each time it is the

LI F @ SNRa Gdz2Ny (G2 02¢fX FyYyR GKS L FeSNdaesgta 2y
player required to rebowl! on the correct lanes, providing the error was discovered before the

opposing player has made a delivery. Otherwise, the score stands as bowled, with all subsequent
frames in the game bowled on the correct lanes.
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Rule 10¢ Provisional Ball

A provisional ball or frame shall be bowled when a protest involving a foul, legal pinfall or a dead
ball is made and cannot be resolved by the two team captains or a tournament official.

The following procedures apply when a disputewrs:
a. For the first ball of any frame, or after the second ball in the 10th frame if the first ball was a
strike:
1. Foul: The player shall complete the frame and then bowl one provisional ball at a full
setup of pins.
2. lllegal Pinfall: The player shall come the frame and then bowl one provisional ball at
the same setup which would have remained standing had the disputed pin(s) not have
fallen.
3. Dead Ball: The player shall complete the frame and then bowl a complete provisional
frame.
b. On a spare attempt ahe third ball of the 10th frame:
1. Foul and lllegal Pinfall: No provisional ball is necessary.
2. Dead Ball: A provisional ball shall be bowled at the same setup which was standing when
the disputed ball was bowled.

The scoresheet and a record of both scdi@sthe frame in which the provisional delivery was

made shall be kept. The protest must be referred to the league board of directors or tournament
management for a decision. If they are unable to make a decision, the local association or USBC
can be askefbr a decision on submission of the facts relating to the protest.

Rule 11¢ Forfeit- Delay of Game

No unreasonable delay in the progress of any game is permitted. If a player or team in a league or
tournament refuses to proceed with a game after bettigected to do so by a league or
tournament official, the game or series shall be declared forfeited.

Rule 12¢ Approaches Must Not Be Defaced

The application of any foreign substance on any part of the approach that detracts from the
possibility of otler players having normal conditions is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited
to talcum powder, pumice and resin on shoes, and/or soft rubber soles or heels that rub off on
the approach.
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Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 12.

12/1 One of thebowlers is having a difficult time sliding on the approach and applies a
commercial product purchased at the center pro shop to the bottom of his/her shoes. Th
product is designed to help a bowler slide. The secretary says she has received a
complaint from the opposing team and notifies the individual to stop using the substance
or the game will be forfeited. Can an officer tell a bowler to stop using the substance ang
declare the game forfeited?

Commercial products, talcum powder or any substance appiede shoe or

approach could be in violation of Rule 12. If a league participant uses a substance

and somebody complains that it prohibits him/her from having normal conditions,

the league officer should require the individual to immediately stop hisAwion. If

the individual refuses, his/her games are subject to forfeiture.

Rule 13¢ Parental Consent

Unmarried grade school and high school students under the age of 18 must have written consent
of a parent or guardian before participating in any @3&ague or tournament where any
participant is awarded cash, bonds, gift certificates or merchandise prizes.

Such consent must be on file with the league secretary or tournament manager at least one week
before participation when the youth is unaccompadhiby a parent or guardian. If the youth is
accompanied by his/her parent or guardian the form must be submitted prior to his/her
participation. Failure to file the consent form will cause the player to be ineligible and subject
games bowled to forfeiturer disqualification.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 13.

13/1 We have had a youth bowling in our Adult league all season and just realized the Parentd
Consent Form has not been filed with the league. What should be done with the games
the youth bowled?

The youth would be considered an ineligible player and games are subject to forfeit in
accordance with Rule 119. However, action can only be taken within the time frame of Ry
119. If the youth wishes to continue in the league, the youth must compl&arental
Consent Form

Rule 14¢ Supplemental Fees

No member of USBC shall participate or be involved in the operatiosafeane or arrangement
requiring a supplemental fee of any type or character for the purpose of having any part or all of
- LX F@SNRa a02NB Ay ' { ./ €SF3dz2S 2N G2dz2Ny I YSy i
bowl in different bowling centers, expeas follows:
a. Mail-o-graphic league.
b. Mail-o-graphic tournament.
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c. League scores may be used to determine prize winners in a supplementary contest when the
following conditions are observed:
1. A minimum of twethirds of the gross collected as entry fees mhstdonated to a
recognized charitable organization.
2. Entry is made available to all bowlers in a single local association and its metropolitan
area.
3. Operating costs shall not exceed 10 percent of entry fee.

Penalty: Membership may be suspended or deniedatmyone who is a participant or involved in
a violation of this rule.

Rule 15¢ Gambling

A member of USBC, while bowling in USBC competition, shall not participate or be involved in the
operation of any gambling scheme which is in violation of any aggédaw, where all or part of
a score bowled in USBC play determines the winner.

Contests or schemes which threaten the integrity of the game and/or entice a player to bowl
beneath his/her ability are strictly prohibited.

Penalty: Membership may be sugmded or denied to anyone who is a participant or involved in
the violation of this rule.

NOTE: Side competitions/brackets in leagues/tournaments where the participating bowlers pay
a fee, optional or otherwise, and receive prizes for high game ars#oes, with or
without handicap, do not violate the rule because these involve merit pinfall based
solely on the skill of the participant.

Rule 16¢ Suspended Bowler Ineligible

A suspended bowler or a bowler who has been denied USBC or CTF membénsiigib$e to
bowl, pace or hold office in any USBC league or tournament until reinstated.

Penalty:When a team:
1. Unknowingly uses a suspended bowler, games are subject to forfeiture in accordance with
Rule 119.

2. Knowingly uses a suspended bowler, it sfafieit all games in which the suspended player
was used and all involved are subject to suspension.
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Rule 17¢ Grounds for Disciplinary Action

17a. Unfair Tactics

An individual can be charged with attempting to gain an unfair advantage in league or

tournament play for the following reasons:

1. Directly or indirectly tampering with lanes, pins or bowling balls so they no longer meet USBC
specifications.

2. Misrepresenting an average to gain a greater handicap, or qualify for a lower classification in
an event
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classified competition.

Penalty: Loss of games, prize winnings, league removalsée 115ar Rule 115}, and subject
to suspension from or denial of USBC membership.

NOTE: A complaint may be filed only in the current season or the season immediately following
the alleged violation.The complaint shall bie writing and detail the charges against
the member(s) and the USBC rule(s) involvEde complaint shall be signed by the
person(s) making the charges and filed with USBC Headquarters.

17b. Improper Conduct

An individual can also be charged with fleowing violation(s):

1. Engaging in improper tactics or conduct in connection with the game of bowling including, but
not limited to, physical and verbal abuse toward other persons.

2. Failing to distribute prize money to team members consistent with verbalriiten
agreements.

3. Failing to pay fees due for participation in a USBC league or tournamenR(&e#&15or
league procedures to suspend an individual for nonpayment of league fees.)

4. Misusing/mishandling/misagropriation of any funds collected or held in trust for USBC, a
league or tournament or a chartered local or state association.

5. Misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance of office.

Penalty: Membership may be suspended or denied to anyone who is involvadiolation of
this rule. Leagues may also remove the individual following the provisidiglénll5a
or Rule 115¢

NOTE: A complaint may be filed only in the current seasr the season immediately following
the alleged violation.The complaint shall be in writing and detail the charges against
the member(s) and the USBC rule(s) involvEde complaint shall be signed by the
person(s) making the charges and filed withBL Headquarters.
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17c. Improper Conduct by an Adult Leader

An adult leader, while involved in youth activities, can be charged with improper conduct which is
not in the best interest of youth bowling including, but not limited to the following:

1. Using tobacco products, illegal drugs or alcoholic beverages.

2. Using foul language or gestures.

3. Wearing clothing depicting foul language or gestures.

An adult leader includes any individual acting in an official capacity during a youth activity
including,but not limited to the following: league supervisors, league officials, tournament
managers, league coordinators;state instructors, certified coaches, youth directors or
designated coaches having leadership in prescribed areas of youth involvement.

Penalty: Membership may be suspended or denied to anyone who is involved in a violation of
this rule.

NOTE: A complaint may be filed only in the current season or the season immediately following
the alleged violation.The complaint shall be in writing drietail the charges against
the member(s) and the USBC rule(s) involvEde complaint shall be signed by the
person(s) making the charges and filed with USBC Headquarters.

17d. Youth Conduct

Individuals holding youth membership can be removed from cetitipn/functions and/or
suspended/denied membership for the following:
1. Conduct derogatory to the best interest of youth bowling including, but not limited to, the
following in conjunction with youth competition and functions:
a. Using tobacco productd|egal drugs or alcoholic beverages.
b. Using foul language or gestures.
c. Wearing clothing depicting foul language or gestures.
2. Prior adjudication of delinquency or conviction of a crime including, but not limited to, crimes
involving physical or mental abuse sexual assault.

NOTE: A complaint may be filed only in the current season or the season immediately following
the alleged violation.The complaint shall be in writing and detail the charges against
the member(s) and the USBC rule(s) involvEde canplaint shall be signed by the
person(s) making the charges and filed with USBC Headquarters
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17e. Infractions of Rule 400Youth Membership Eligibility

Upon witnessing, or being informed of an infraction, the adult leader shall do the following:
1. Explan to the youth bowler:
a. How they violatecRule 40(and that youth membership could be suspeador denied
because of the violation.
b. They must stop bowling in the activity immediately.
c. Any cash or awards received in violatiorRefle 400must be returned.
d. The violation will be documented with USBC Headquarters.
2. File a written report to USBC Headquarters. The report should be filed within seven days of
contacting the youth bowler and include:
a. .28t SNDa yIYSET IRRNBaa FyR 0ANIKRIGSO
b. Date andocation of activity.
c. How they violatedRule 400
d. List any cash or awards received in violatiofRofe 400and/or returned.
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Headquarters.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 17e.

17e/l My son quitbowling in a youth league a year ago and is currently bowling in an adult
league. Now he would like to bowl with the school in a USBC Youth league. How can he
USBC Youth membership?

He can apply by sending a letter requesting membership to USBCRaites. USBC will
contact the local association for additional information. After review of the information,
USBC decides whether or not to grant membership. The individual is not allowed to com
in USBC Youth leagues or tournaments until memberslgpaisted.

17f. Using Assumed Name

No person shall bowl under an assumed name or under the name of another person scheduled to
bowl in a USBC league or tournament.

Penalty:Forfeiture of games in which the player was used and all found to be involved are
subject to suspension.

NOTEA complaint may be filed only in the current season or the season immediately following
the alleged violation.The complaint shall be in writgy and detail the charges against the
member(s) and the USBC rule(s) involv&tde complaint shall be signed by the person(s) making
the charges and filed with USBC Headquarters.
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Rule 18¢ Bowling Ballg Altering Surface

Altering the surface of a bowling ball by the use of abrasives while bowling in USBC competition is
prohibited.

All bowling balls so altered must be removed from the competition. Gees Manuain
BOWL.com

NOTE: Ifitis shown the bowler had prior knowledge his/her actions were in violation of Rule
18, the game(s) in which the violation oceed is (are) subject to forfeiture. In addition,
the bowler is subject to dismissal from the league and suspension of membership.

Competition is defined as the remainder of the current game and remaining game(s) in the series
being bowled.

The use of aproved cleaning agents such as isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol and polishing machines is
permissible.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 18.

18/1 When can an acceptable cleaner be used on a bowling ball?
Unless otherwise provided by league or tournament raleaners designated as acceptable
by USBC standards can be used on bowling balls at any time during USBC competition.
complete list of acceptable cleaning agents, see BOWL.com.

18/2 When may | alter the surface of my bowling ball?

a. Cleaning Claaners approved for use anytime may be utilized before, during or after
certified competition cleaners approved for only before and aftempetition may only
be used during these times.

b. Sanding You are permitted to sand the surface of your bowliadjprior to certified
competition, however, the use of abrasives is strictly prohibited once the first ball is
thrown in the competition.

c. Polishing You are permitted to polish the surface of your bowling ball prior to certified
competition. Howe\er, once tournament or league play begins, the use of a ball spinnq
is strictly prohibited; only an automated, selbntained polishing machine may be used.

18/3 A tournament consists of doubles and singles events. The singles event is bowled first
immediately followed by the doubles. Can | sand my bowling ball between events?
No, Rule 18 does not allow the outer surface of any bowling ball to be altered with an
abrasive after the start of competition. This includes balls that have not yet intéeuced
into play. The start of competition is defined as the point the first ball is thrown by any
participant for score. Since the tournament is conducting singles and doubles concurrent
you cannot alter the surface of the bowling ball (includiagding) between events.

18/4 Can a bowler use an abrasive on just the track or just a portion of the track of the ball?
No. USBC specifications require that the entire surface of the ball be sanded in a uniforn]
manner. Sanding a ball in any other manmn@&uld be a violation of Rule 17a, Item 1. The
penalty for a violation of this rule can include disqualification, forfeiture, removal from theg
league, and/or suspension of USBC membership.
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Chapter 3: Awards

Rule 50. Eligibility

USBC will recognize the achievements listed in this chapter bowled by USBC members
participating in USBC leagues and tournaments. To qualify for recognition all provisions of the
USBC Bylaws, specifications and rules must have been complied with at ¢héndirscore was
bowled. (Sedjule 100andRule 300 USBC High Score Awards designated with an (*) cannot
be earned while pre or post bowling unopposed. Scores are detedhim a scratch basis.

NOTE:A frame by frame print out of the scoresheet must be provided with all Award
Applications submitted from a modified format.

Rule 51a. Single Game Awards

1. Youth Awards.
USBC Youth Standard members participating in I 8&tiard youth competition will be
recognized for the following single game accomplishments:

a.
b. Eleven (11) strikes in a row when the score is 299 or less *

C.

d. Special awards available to youth ages 12 and belowo 324 games in 25 pin

¢

300*
125 to 299 games in 25 pin increments.

increments.
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season per achievement. Once an award has been earned in any classification, bowlers are
only eligible for the higher awards on aogressive merit basis.

All USBC Youth members are eligible for USBC High Score Awards in USBC competition.
2. Adult Awards.

A member is eligible for one award in each of the following single game categories during a
fiscal year (August-duly 31):

).

SQ@ 020 o

300*

275t0 299 all averages are eligible

250 to 274 with a 215 average or below

225 to 249 with a 190 average or below

200 to 224 with a 165 average or below

175 to 199 with a 140 average or below

150 to 174 with a 120 average or below

125 to 149 with a 100 averagr below

Eleven (11) strikes in a row when the score is 299 or less*
75 Pins Over Average in a single game

3. Where a choice of awards is available in any category the member is entitled to a choice of an
award for the first score recorded. Any additionabee in the same category that fiscal year
will be officially recognized by USBC, but will not qualify for an award.

*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowling unopposed.
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Rule 51b. Series Awards

1. Youth Awards

USBC Youth Standard members participatng$BC Standard youth competition will be
recognized for the following accomplishments:
900*
800*
300 to 799 series in 50 pin increments.
Special awards available to youth ages 12 and below. 100 to 349 series in 50 pin
increments.
¢ KS 02gf SudEyd mustdallksS than the series bowled. Awards are limited to once
per season per achievement. Once an award has been earned in any classification, bowlers
are only eligible for the higher awards on a progressive merit basis. A two game series format
is eligible.

oo op

All USBC Youth members are eligible for USBC High Score Awards in USBC competition.
2. Adult Awards.
A member is eligible for one award in each of the following three game series categories
during a fiscal year (AugustJuly 31):
900 series*
800 to 899*
700 to 799 all averages eligible
600 to 699 with a 175 average or below
500 to 599 with a 145 average or below
400 to 499 with a 120 average or below
300 to 399 with a 90 average or below
h. 140 Pins Over Average in a thrgame series
3. Qualifications.
Three consecutive games must be bowled in USBC league or tournament play to qualify for
series awardsFor average requirements on average based awardsRsée53
a. A series shall be figured as follows:
1) If more than three but less than six games are bowled, use the first three games.
2) If six or more games are bowled, use each succeeding set of three games following the
first three games.
In tournament play, each three game series must be bowled in the samok.bl
A series of games can be bowled consecutively against one or more opponents.
Games must be bowled on the same date.
Where a choice of awards is available in any category the member is entitled to a choice
of an award for the first score recorded. Aagditional score in the same category that
fiscal year will be officially recognized by USBC, but will not qualify for an award.

@*ooo0oTp
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*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowling unopposed.
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Rule 51c. National Team High Game and Series*

During each fiscal ye&SBC will issue an award to each member of the team who bowls the
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exceed those listed below.
Men Only Teams Game Series
5-player 1325 3700
4-player 1050 2900
3-player 825 2250
2-player 550 1550
Mixed Teams Game Series
5-player 1250 3600
4-player 1000 2800
3-player 750 2200
2-player 500 1500
Women Only Teams Game Series
5-player 1175 3425
4-player 950 2750
3-player 725 2075
2-player 500 1350
Youth Teams:
To determine which age group, use the age of the oldest bowler.
Age 2-Player 3-Player 4-Player 5-Player
Game Series Game Series | Game Series Game Series
8 and 150 450 225 675 300 900 375 1125
Under
9-12 250 750 375 1125 500 1500 625 1875
13-16 350 1050 525 1575 700 1900 875 2625
17-20 450 1350 675 2025 900 2300 1125 3375

NOTEUSBC Headquarters must receive applications for team score awards by September 1 to

receive recognition.
*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowlingopposed.
Rule 51d. Baker 300 Game Award*
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award. Each team is eligible for one award during the fiscal year.
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*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowlungopposed.
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Rule 51e. Reporting Procedures

Scores of 300 game; 800 series or better by an individual in a-ae® series; a Baker team
game of 300; or a qualifying National Team High Game or Series, must be reported.
1. The following procedures apply fogporting such scores:

a. The league secretary or tournament manager shall notify the local associatigne
processomvithin 48 hours and submit a completed high score award application within 20
days.

b. The association managerague processoshall submita completed high score
application to USBC Headquarters within seven (7) days after receipt of application.

c. 900 series, 300 Baker team game and National Team High Game and Series applications are
submitted to USBC Headquarters.

d. 300 game and 800 ses award applications are submitted to the local association, local
processor or USBC Headquarters.

2. If an award is not approved administratively, the applicant will be notified in writing
explaining the reason(s) for denial. If within 15 days of recagfiphe written notice the

applicant files a written appeal, the claim will be submitted for final decision to USBC

Headquarters.

Rule 52a. Merit Awards*

The highest average, single game and three game series for a male, female, youth male and youth

femalein each local association will be issued a merit award under the following conditions:

1. The average, game or series was bowled by a member of the association in a USBC league or
tournament within the jurisdiction of the association. The average must beas a
minimum of 66 games, and the winner of the award is decided on the percentage of a full pin.

2. The final average sheet, or the average sheet as of a date set by the association, is filed with
the association.

3. The score was bowled between August 1 daty 31, except associations that publish an

average book may adopt a specific date for determining award winners. Scores bowled after
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Duplicate awards shall be presented in case of ties.

5. Thesingle game merit award will not be issued in an association when a member, during the
same season or within the dates set by the association, has bowled a 300 that has or will be
recognized by USBC.

6. No claim will be considered if submitted more than 28l after the close of the bowling
season in which the score was bowled.

»

*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowling unopposed.
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Rule 52b. National High Average

Each fiscal year, recognition will be given to the USBC male, female, youth male and yaléh fe

member having the highest USBC average based on 66 or more games bowled as a USBC member

in a USBC league.

1. Qualifying averages are reported to the local association on the final average sheet submitted
to the association by the league secretary.

2. The asociation is to forward information concerning those members who have attained a
qualifying average to USBC Headquarters.

3. To be eligible for recognition, all qualifying averages must be received by USBC Headquarters
on or before October 1 of the next fescyear.

Rule 52c. National High Series*

Each fiscal year, recognition will be given to the USBC male, female, youth male and youth female
member having the highest USBC series bowled as a USBC member in a USBC league or
tournament. To be eligible foecognition, all qualifying scores must be received by USBC
Headquarters on or before October 1 of the next fiscal year.

*Cannot be earned while pre or post bowling unopposed.

Rule 53. Average Based AwardQualifying Rules
Qualifications for averageased awards apply in the following order:
a. League:
1. If 12 games or more have been bowled in the league in the current season, use the
current average.

2.LF tSaa GKFy wmu 3JFYSa Ay (KS OdiNFwydsoraSl azys

more (12 gamesr more for youth)from the same league.

3.C2NJ I yS¢g 02¢6fSNIAYy GKS tSIF3dzS ¢A0GK fSaa GKI

averageof 21 games or more (12 games or more for younhany USBC league.

4. For a bowler who has not established an averagbénpreceding season, the highest
USBC averag# 21 games or more (12 games or more for yoditoin the summer
league just completed shall be used.

5. In a summer league, when a bowler has not established an average in the preceding
season, the highest USB@erageof 21 games or more (12 games or more for yoditoim
the regular season just completed shall be used.

6. A new bowler in a league who has not bowled 12 games in the current season can use a
current USBC average of 12 games or more from another éeagu

7. A bowler who does not have an acceptable USBC average for comparison is not eligible for
recognition.

b. Tournament:

1. In handicap or classified tournaments, compare the score with the USBC average used in
the tournament.

2. In scratch tournaments:

a) Comparethét O2NBE GAUOK (KS 02¢f SNDa KAIKSad OdzZNNB

more.
b) If less than 12 games in the current season, compare the score with the preceding
aSlkazyQa KA 3IKS3aLiamedor morel(12 SaNesdiSnore for youth)
c) A bowler who does nidhave an acceptable USBC average for comparison is not
eligible for recognition.
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Rule 54a. Most Improved Bowler Award

Each league will be issued an award(s) annually based on the type of league to provide
recognition for the male, female, youth makmd/or youth female member who shows the
greatest improvement in average in the league during its season.
1. The award is to be given to the bowler who is eligible, regardless of how many league awards
the bowler qualified for.
2. The following rules apply unleshe league adopts its own rules to decide the award winner:
a. To qualify for the award, a member must bowl at least #hvds of the games scheduled
RdzZNAyYy 3 GKS £ SI3dzSQad OdzNNBy il aSlazyo
b.! 062¢fSNRA AYONBIFAS Ay I @SNI 3 SinahakeraBeSar SN A y
0KS OdzZNNBy G aSrazy ¢AGK GKFG o2gt(ENRa FAYL
games or more for youtHpr the preceding season in the same league.

c. C2NJ I yS¢é YSYOSNI gAUK |y SaidlofAaKSHR | @SNI IS
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games(12 games or more for youtlr the preceding season.

d. C2NJ I 02¢6fSNI gAGK y2 | @SNFr3IS F2NJ 0KS LINSOSRA
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the current season.
e. When two or more members have the same full pin increase, the winner of the award is
decided on the basis of the percentage of a full pin.

NOTE:When the full pin ierease is the same extend the decimal until the tie is broken. The
bowler with the highest fractional increase is the winner.as shown below.

Starting Average No. of Total | Current Seaso Increase
(Use full pins only) Games| Pins | Final Average
Jones 170 90 15,810 175.666 5.666 *Winner
Smith 162 105 17,600 167.619 5.619

Rule 54b. Youth League High Series

Each league will be issued awards annually based on the type of league to provide recognition for

the youth male and/or youth female membamho bowls the highest series during the season.

1. The award is to be given to the bowler who is eligible, regardless of how many league awards
they qualified for.

2. The following rules apply unless the league adopts its own rules to decide the award winner:
a. The USBC member must have bowled at least-tinads of the games scheduled during

(KS S 3d8Qa OdNNByid asShazy +a F '{./ YSYdSN

1) If a substitute later becomes a regular member of the league, the games bowled as a
substitute shall be included in the requiredmber of games.
2) The scores bowled as a substitute shall not qualify for this award.
b. Actual scores are to count in scratch leagues and for leagues using the team method of
handicapping.
c. Handicap scores are to count in leagues using the individual methiaghalicapping.
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Chapter 4: League Rules

Rule 100; Leagues

100a. Qualifications

USBC will certify leagues participating in the game of American tenpins with the following

provisions:

1. All leagues must meet the following requirements:

a. Apply forcertification through the local association in whose jurisdiction it bowls.

b. Consist of four or more teams with the playing strength of one or more players per team
as determined by league rule.

c. Bowl in accordance with a prearranged schedule based onubh&er of teams in the
league.

d. Adopt rules and prize list (if any). (Seele 117andRule 122) (Suggested adult league
rulescan be found orBOWL.con)

e. All players seeking membership must be qualified under the bylaws of USBOSBE€e
Introduction, Chapter 1.)

f. Provide for the designation of a team champion by the games bowled in scheduled
competition.

g. Govern themselves by USBC rules. Other rules may be added, but must not conflict with
USBC rules.

2. Three consecutive games are to be baivley each team every time the league is scheduled
to bowl, unless another number of games has been established by league rule. To be
considered official in league play, all games must be bowled and conducted in strict
compliance with the playing rules.

3. A league is temporarily certified at the start of its current schedule for 30 days counting the
first day of competition.

4. The league will be eligible for all membership services while temporarily certified provided
the lanes on which it bowls are certifieddits league application and membership fees are
submitted on or before the end of the grace period.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 100a.

100a/1 Is the bowling center required to provide an open lane(s) on either side of a
league during league play?

USBC does not have a rule requiring open lanes be provided on either side of a
league during league play. Whenever leagues have concerns regarding this issue,
it is recommended the league officers, or a committee appointed by the league
president, addresthe matter with center management.

100a/2 Can a 16year-old bowl in a USBC adult league?

Yes, as long as they meet the eligibility requirements set by the league. In
addition, if they are an unmarried high school student and the league offers

prizes tha violate Rule 400, a parent or guardian is required to sign a Parental
Consent Form as specified in Rule TB8is form cautions parents/guardians of

the possible consequences if the youth bowls in a USBC league or tournament. If
it is singles competitionffering such prizes, the league would have to agree to
g NR GKS @2dzikKQa LINAT S Ay GKS F2N)¥ 2
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form waiving his/her rights to any prize in violation of Rule 400. A copy of the
Parental Consent Forand Prize Wiveris available on the Rules section of
BOWL.com

However, bowling in adult leagues that violate USBC Rule 400 not only affects

P ./ @2dziK YSYOSNRKAL odzi | faz2z O2dzZ R
participate n high school and/or college sports. Participation could also

jeopardize college scholarships earned. If your child is active in sports, we

suggest that the athletic director at the high school be contacted before giving
consent.

100a/3

Can a leagudéimit participation to men only or women only?

USBC holds that leagues are invitational by nature. Therefore, leagues determine
their own eligibility requirements. There are leagues that are male only, female
only, exclusive to postal workers, firefighseipolice, union, church, etc. Any

league intending to limit participation to specific individuals, the league should
specify this requirement in the rules and in the title.

100a/4

How is the length of the league schedule determined?

The length of theschedule and other commercial aspects of the game (such as
price of bowling, time, number of teams, etc.) are matters to be negotiated by

the league and the proprietor. Because a proprietor has specific rights as an
independent business person, USBC hagnsdiction over these commercial
aspects, but does have a vital concern on how leagues are conducted. USBC rules
enable a league to decide on the length of the league schedule based on any
agreement with the proprietor. It is important to come to an agment on

these matters before the season begins.

When there is no written contract between the league and the proprietor, verbal
commitments are just as binding. We urge all USBC leagues to honor their
contracts, whether verbal or written. If questiongse about commercial

matters, the president, secretary or committee appointed by the president
should meet with the proprietor to discuss the matter.

100a/5

May a league adopt a rule prohibiting league members from coming early to
practice on the laneshey are scheduled to bowl on in league play?

USBC does not have a rule prohibiting practice games before league play.
Because the league has no jurisdiction until play has commenced, this type of
NbzZ S Yl & 06S |y AYyTFNRY3IS\aSigdépeight 0 KS  LINJ
business person. Therefore, if the league wanted to adopt a rule, the proprietor
would have to be consulted first and agree to this type of restriction.

100b. Mixed

A mixed league is one in which both women and men participate. Teambenaymposed of all
women, all men or both women and men.
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100c. Youth

A youth league is one in which all participants hold USBC Youth membership and complies with
the youth membership eligibility requirements of Rule 400. All youth leagues must govern
themselves by USBC league rul€auggested youth league rulean be found olBOWL.con)

1. Leagues shall beomprised of males and females, unless otherwise provided by league rule.

2. Leagues are organized by age division or ability as stated in the league rules.

3. The league shall be under the supervision of an adult league official/supervisor who shall
operate theyouth league in cooperation with the bowling center management and the league
board of directors, if applicable. (SBele 1039

4. Scholarship Leagues: Leagues may offer scholarships as awards. If offered, the following
procedures must be completed within 30 days following completion of the league schedule:
a. Provide the winners with information in writing on how to apply for funds.

b. Forward to USBC Headquarters:

1) All scholarship funds awarded for deposit with the SMARGram.

2) A prize list with the name and USBC member ID number of each prize winner and the
prize issued.

5. Moral Support Leagues
a. Types:

1) Scholastic LeagueA Scholastic League is comprised of USBC Youth members and
norn-members who belong to a specific sctaila group. Scholastic league status will
be issued provided:

a) Entry is limited to those affiliated with the organization conducting the league.

b) A group has an athletic association restriction. (When there is no restriction, the
league cannot be a scholasteague.)

c) Anyone under suspension from, or who has been refused membership in USBC or
CTF, will not be allowed to participate.

2) Fraternal League A Fraternal League is comprised of USBC Youth members and non
members who belong to a specific national yootiganization. Fraternal league status
will be issued provided:

a) Entry is limited to those affiliated with the organization conducting the league.
b) The national youth organization has 501(C)(3) status.
c) Anyone under suspension from, or who has been refusethbeship in USBC or
CTF, will not be allowed to participate.
b. Permissiorg The following must be forwarded to USBC Headquarters, Attention:

Membership.

1) Moral Support League form, which can be obtained by contacting the Rules
Department.

2) For Scholastic Leags, a copy of the athletic association rules stating the restriction
that its members are prohibited from being mandated to obtain other membership.

3) For Fraternal Leagues, a copy of the 501(C)(3) letter of determination.

USBC Youth members may participetenoral support leagues with award recognition
automatically extended. Prior to participation, eligible amembers may qualify for USBC award
recognition by purchasing USBC Youth membership and paying the applicable USBC, state and
local association dwse
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100d. Adult/Youth

An adult/youth league is one in which youth members bowl with adults in leagues where no cash
or bonds are offered or merchandise prizes exceeding $500 in value. Awards to youth bowlers
must conform to awards permitted under the USB outh Eligibility Rule 400. Adults can receive
individual adult awards. Scores for adults and youths cannot be combined for any USBC national,
state or local awards.

NOTE: Any form of gambling by adult members may jeopardize USBC Youth membership,
eligibility and/or amateur standing.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 100d.

100d/1 May the adults in the league smoke or drink alcohol?

Although USBC prefers that other adults participating in the league refrain from
smoking or drinking only the officemsust abide by Rule 17c, Item 1, which prohibits
the use of tobacco products and alcoholic beverages while involved in youth
activities. For other adults it is up to the center to set a more comprehensive rule or

policy.

100d/2 In an adult/youth league, nast there be the same amount of youths and adults on
each team?

No. An adulyouth league is one in which both adults and youths compete. There is
no specific requirement that each team include both adults and youths on the
roster. However, the league 8 should specify any adult/youth roster
requirements.

100e. Traveling

A league scheduled to bowl in more than one bowling center is a traveling league. Traveling

leagues shall be governed by the following:

1. In traveling leagues bowling in more than aasociation, the league application shall be filed
through the association decided upon by:

a. Adult leaguesA majority vote of the team captains.
b. Youth leaguesThe league supervisor.

2. Players in a traveling league are required to join the association thradnch the league is
affiliated if they have not already applied for a current season membership through another
association.

3. Final averages shall be submitted to the association through which the league is affiliated.

4. A traveling league which includegemational competition and bowls a portion of its
schedule in certified centers as well as centers outside the jurisdiction of USBC shall be
eligible to apply for certification subject to the following:

a. Govern themselves by all USBC general playing agdiéerules.

b. High score award and average recognition shall be provided for scores bowled in USBC
certified centers.

c. Only players whose home lanes are within USBC jurisdiction would be required to obtain
USBC membership.
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100f. Closed

A closed league is erin which membership is drawn exclusively from religious, fraternal, civic,

employment, military or similar local organizations having a common interest. USBC league rules

shall apply to all USBC closed leagues, in addition to the following:

1. Membership ishared within the league. Bowlers from a closed USBC league bowling in other
USBC leagues must hold individual membership.

2. All questions of eligibility shall be decided by USBC.

100g. Handicap

A handicap league is one in which handicap is addedto A WX a & O02NB G2 LI I OS

teams with varying degrees of skill on as equitable a basis as possible for scheduled competition.

USBC league rules shall apply to all USBC handicap leagues, in addition to the following:

1. The percentage shall be 100 percent, unless otherwise provided by league rule.

2. When the rules are adopted, each handicap league shall decide whether the individual or
team method of handicapping will be used.

3. Handicap shall be figured according to thddwling:

a. Adult leagues From the average of each bowler as provided by league rule.

b. Youth leaguestUnless otherwise provided by league rule, for the first session handicap
shall be figured after the current average has been established. Thereafter, hamdicap
be figured on the current average.

Handicap shall not be limited, unless otherwise provided by league rule.

The combined current average of each of the players bowling on a team shall be the team

average.

6. When figuring handicap or averages, frao8aare to be dropped(Download a handicap
chart onBOWL.com

a s

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 100g.

100g/1 What is a good handicap percentage for a league with members who have a wide rangg
of averages?

According to Rule 100g, Item 1, the percentage shall be 100 percent unless otherwise
provided by league rules. USBC recommends using 100 percent handicap because pre
studies have shown that higher handicap percentages help to equalize competition.

100g/2 What is the most effective system of handicapping?
The individual method is most effective. A scratch figure should be set higher than any
026t SNRa | @SN IS Ay (GKS €SI3dzS FyR | ff

For example, if the highestdividual average is 222, the base figure for handicapping cou|
be set at 230 allowing for average improvement, and 100 percent of 230 could be adopt
08 (KS fSI3dz2Sd ¢KS LI IF@8SNBRQ AYRAGDARdzZ f
With thismethod, each bowler as well as each team has the benefit of handicap. When {
league awards individuals for high handicap game and high handicap series, it is simplg
the secretary to determine which league member is in contention because individual
handicap is already included.
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100g/3 What handicapping system does USBC not recommend using?

{2YS tSIF3dzSa KIYyRAOFILI GKS RAFTFFSNBYyOS 68
is not recommended because not all teams receive handicap each sessidrpagsés
problems if the league wishes to provide its members with individual awards. In leagues
using this type of handicap method, the league secretary must make many additional
calculations to determine individual handicaps for award purposes.

100g/4 Some of the higheraverage teams want us to adopt a rule to limit handicap. Can we set &
limit of a 60-pin handicap for any one bowler?

According to Rule 100g, Item 4, to limit handicap a league must adopt its own rule.
However, USBC advises against leagues adopting rules to limit handicap. Although high
average teams believe they cannot be competitive each week while giving the fdichpn
allowance, they should keep in mind, unless the league is using at least 100 percent
handicap, the higher average team still has the advantage.

For example, at 85 percent handicap, the higher average team has a 15 percent advant
With unlimitedhandicap, the higher average teams may be challenged, but our experien|
indicates more competitive bowling is stimulating to all teams in the league.

100g/5 Must all players in a league be handicapped equally?

No, the league may adopt a separate hangiéar males and females or, in an adutiuth
league, may choose to adopt a separate handicap for the adults and youths. When a led
chooses to adopt separate handicaps, its rules must specify how the handicap will be
applied to all participants.

100h.Senior

A senior league is composed of participants who are 55 years of age or over. USBC league rules

shall apply to all USBC senior leagues, in addition to the following:

1. Senior league bowlers are eligible for all USBC awards and services.

2. Aseniorleag8 Yl &@X o0& NMz S>> |tt2¢ o026f SNB pn &SI N&
under the age of 55 to compete in the league.

100i. Summer

A league that starts after March 15 and before August 1 is a summer league. USBC league rules

shall apply to all USBXimmer leagues, in addition to the following:

1. Members who have a valid current season membership are eligible to bowl in USBC summer
leagues.

2. If the league schedule extends beyond October 1, every member of the league must be in
possession of or provide pof of payment of the current season membership fees in keeping
with the provisions oRule 101
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100j. Managed

A managed league is one in which an individual, designated as the league manager, oversees the
operation of theleague. The following provisions apply to all USBC managed leagues:

1.

B w

A league is organized and designated as a managed league prior to the start of the league

schedule. An existing league, not specified as a managed league the previous season, may

designatetself as a managed league prior to the start of the league schedule by-thiwis

vote of the board of directors, unless the league elects to have its rules adopted by the

membership.

Any USBC member may be a league manager and is responsible fotidsead secretary

and treasurer as described Rule 102eandRule 102f

The league manager is considered an officer of the league and is bonded.

The manager has supervisory contbthe technical operation of the league consistent with

USBC rules, to include:

a. Creation and distribution of the league rules and schedule prior to the start of the season.

b. Enforcement of league and USBC rules.

c. Creation and distribution of the prize lisy the fifth week of competition.

d. Decisions on all disputes, complaints or protests involving any USBC or league rules.

e. Decisions on the operation of the league when not in conflict with the league and/or USBC
rules.

Decisions made by the league manadealkbe final unless a protest or appeal is made within the
provisions oRule 119

5.

6.

After the league schedule begins, a change in the league rules, schedule and prize list can only
be made with the written corent of every team captain or designated representative.

The membership must elect a president and vice president who are responsible for his/her
respective duties as outlined Rule 102¢cltem 6 andRule 102d

. The league manager shall notify the members or team captains of all league meetings and the

following shall apply:

a. A quorum must be in attendance.

b. Absentee and proxy votes are not acceptable, and only members present are gbgible
vote.

Rule1l023a Items 3 and 4Rule 103bltem 1;Rule 117andRule 121do not apply to managed

leagues.

100k. Match Point

A match point league is one in which team position standings include individual match points.
Match point leagues must follow these rules, unless the league has adopted a different
procedure:

1.
2.

3.

The team scheduled on the odd lane entersirsup first.

No change may be made in the order of players in the lineup during a series. A substitute
Ydzad GF1S GKS NBLX IFOSR 02¢f SNRa LI2aAGAZ2Y AY
When bowling against an absentee or vacancy, to win the individual points the bowler must

bowl at least his/her average less ten (10) pins, unless the league rules have stated another
number.

If each team has the same number of absentees and/or vacancies, the players present must

be placed in opposition to each other for individual matches and timawwg team credited

with the points for the absentees/vacancies.
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If one of two teams has an absentee or vacancy and a player on the opposing team is unable to

complete the series, any game in progress shall be completed with no change in the competing
tSFYyQa fAySdzdd | 26SOSNE (KS fAySdzld 2F GKS GSFY
to comply with the provision of Item 4 above for any subsequent game(s) in the series.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 100k.

100k/1 If two opposing teams hag an absent member, and one absent member shows up to
bowl games 2 and 3, does the captain change the lineup by placing the bowler in a
position where the player would have bowled if present for the first game?

No, the lineup stays the same. The playewhng games 2 and 3 bowls in the position
the absentee score was used for game 1. According to the rule, no change may be maq
in the order of players in the lineup during a series, unless league rules state differently

100I. Mailo-Graphic

A mailo-graphic league is one in which scores are submitted from separate or the same

competition, bowling establishment or association and are compared to qualify for prizes in one

common prize list. The following provisions apply to all USBCorgagpht leagues:

1. All scores are submitted to the league secretary who enters the scores and determines team
and/or individual standings.

2. All scores used must be from certified competition.

3. USBC will certify such leagues provided:
a. All USBC equipment specificatsoapply.
b. All rules for USBC leagues shall apply insofar as applicable.
c. Application must designate the league as a rmagraphic league.

4. Individuals are not required to join the association through which the league is certified if
already a member throughnother association.

5. As the scores used in malgraphic competition are already recognized in the certified
competition in which they are actually bowled, they are not eligible for USBC national awards
or average recognition.

Rule 101 Membership Fee &ment Requirements

To be eligible to bowl in a USBC league, a bowler must:
a. Complete an individual membership application in each league the bowler participates in.
b. Pay or show proof of payment of USBC dues and the required association membership fees in
effect for the current season before:
1. Adult membership/ 2 YLI SGA2y 27F

a Da FANBRG asSN
2. Youth membershipt KS o62¢f SNRa (K
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Any team using a player who has not satisfied USBC membership eligibility requirements subjects
the games in which the bowler participated to forfeiture.
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Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 101.

101/1

youth have to purchase an adult membership card?

which he/she is eligiblelf the league requires adult membership the youth would be

400 to maintain eligibility.

A USBC youth member wants to join an adult league that has no cash prizes. Does the
¢ KS @& eudahtr@mbership in USBC permits the youth to participate in any league in}

responsible for paying all applicable local and state dues (USBC dues are only paid once
season). As a USBC youth member, the youth must comply with the requirements of Rul

Rule 10Z; League Officers

102a. Officers

This rule is waived in youth leagues where a majority of the membership is comprised of gouths 1
years or younger.

Each league shall elect a president, vice president, secretary and treasurer each season and may
elect a sergeanat-arms. All officers are subject to the following:

1.

2.

ahsw

Failure to perform any of the officer duties is cause for removal from office and/or suspension of

The league board of directors shall elect the officers unles¢ethgue rules vest this authority
in the general league membership.

The elections shall be conducted at a meeting held before the distribution of league awards,
unless the league board of directors decides that they are to be held prior to the start of the
league schedule.

All league officers must be members of USBC.

Only the offices of secretary and treasurer may be combined.

Two members of an immediate family cannot serve as president and treasurer or secretary
treasurer; or vice president and treasurers®cretarytreasurer of the same league or cosign
for withdrawals from a league account.

Either league members or ndeague members may hold league office. When the league
requires an officer to be a league member, the board of directors shall decidinertbe

officer will be allowed to complete the term of office if no longer a league member.

membership.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 102a.

102a/1 Iwk & Fd 2dzNJ £ S 3dz2SQa 2NHIFYAT FdA2ylf YS

husband as their president. Is this legal?
No, two immediate family members cannot hold the offices of President orRfiesident

must resign and the league board (officers and team captains) proceeds in voting in
officer.

and Secretary/Treasurer or Treasurer in #&ne league. Therefore, one of these officers

s d

an

102a/2

center?

How should a league handle complaints regarding problems occurring within the bowling

When the league has concerns regarding lanes, equipment, loud music, etc., the leagug
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officers, or a committee appointed by the league president, may discuss the problem wit
center management in an effort to resolve the matter.

102a/3 Who is consideredmmediate family? What if they are no longer in the same household?
Members of an immediate family include mothers, daughters, sisters, wives, husbands,
sons, brothers, fathers, stepsisters, stepbrothers, stepmothers, stepfathers dad:$n

Two memberof an immediate family cannot serve as president oryigesident and
secretarytreasurer or treasurer of the same league orsign for withdrawals from a
league account, even if they do not reside in the same household.

102b. Vacancies in Office
A vacancy in any office shall be filled by the board of directors.

102c. Duties of the President

The president/league supervisor shall perform the following duties:

1. Preside at all league meetings.

2. Enforce all rules and regulations of the league.

3. Arrange to have an account set up in a recognized banking institution in the name of the
league with the bank statements being sent to the president and the signatures of at least
two officers required for all withdrawals.

4. Appoint a prize committee and an audiyy committee, as well as any other committees
needed during the season. (For more information on committees, seed¢hgue Operations
Handbook)

5. Arrange to have the prize committee submit one or more prize lists for consideration by the
fifth week. (Sedkule 1179

6.t SNEA2YIFffe GSNATE (KS (@ sonthigpsSdent getifigationo I £ Iy OS
worksheetcan be found oBOWL.com

In youth leagues that have board, the president shall assist the league supervisor with the
duties of the president.

NOTE: "Verify" means the president must not only determine the amount on deposit, but also
do the arithmetic necessary to determine how much should be on dedb#ie
account is found to be short, the president must report the shortage immediately to
USBC Headquarters for possible action under the bonding insurance policy.

Audit Committee responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the following:

¢ Receipts Verify the amount and date of deposits.

e DisbursementsReview canceled checks and supporting documents to determine that
expenditures are proper.

All checks must bear the signatures of two authorized cosigners. Checks should not be made out
to cash. Th checkbook should be reviewed to verify entries made and to reconcile the
appropriate bank statements.

Review the financial statement prepared by the treasurer to insure it is a fair representation of
GKS tSIF3dzSQa FTAYylIyOSao
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(For more information on managing league funds, seeLi@gue Operations Handbapk

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 102c.

102c/1| Our league presidnt and treasurer are best friends. Due to their relationship, is the preside
a0Aft NBIJJdZANBR (2 OSNAFe GKS fSIF3dzSQa ol
Yes, the friendship or relationship does not excuse the president from his/her responsibilig
persondly verifying the league account each month. Failure to verify this information mont
O2dz R ' TFFSOG GKS tSI3dzSQa 62yRAy3a O20SNI

102c/2| As president, | receive a copy of our league account bank statement each month and veri
0§KS f SI 3dzS QDo Ihavy th doahythihgyelSe® ©

Yes, you must also look at the treasurer's records to determine if all funds paid are accou
for. For example, some individuals may be behind in fees, while others may have paid for
entire season. The amount on detasiust be the amount received by the league. Also, youl|
YSSR G2 FLLRAYG Iy FdzZRAGAYT O2YYAGGSSo ¢
records at specified times during the season to verify that incomes, expenditures, balance
records havébeen accurately kept.

102c/3| Who has the right to request an audit?
Any member of the league has the right to request an audit. The request should be done
writing to the league president along with information to support or justify the audit.

102d.Duties of the Vice President
In the absence of the president, the vice president shall perform the duties of the president.

102e. Duties of the Secretary

In addition to the duties specified by the board of directors, the secretary/league official shall:

1. Have every participant complete a membership card application and collect appropriate
membership dues.

2. Forward the annual membership dues with completed league application and membership
card applications to the local association manager(s) within 30 afégisthe league begins to
bowl. Membership card applications and applicable fees for additional members shall also be
forwarded to the local association manager(s) within 30 days of receipt.

3. Keep minutes of all league meetings, handle all league correlgmme and notify the
members or team captains of all league meetings.

4. Have a current standing sheet available for the members to see at each league session. The
standing sheet shall contain the average, number of games and total pins for each member,
and any scores eligible for special prizes the league iss(fes. more information on
completing standing sheets, see theague Operations Handbapk

5. Be responsible for a record of the scores bowled by all team members and substitutes, and
report scores that are eligible for USBC, state and local association awards.

a. Submit a completed award application within 20 days.
b. Notify the local association manager authorized representative within 48 hours of
scores that are eligible for USBC honor score recognition.

6. Give each member of the board a copy of the league rules and prize list and see that the
league schedule is either posted in the bowling centegiven to each team captain.
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7. Give a copy of the final standing sheet to the league treasurer so the awards can be
distributed.

8. Turn over to the newhelected officer all league records, such as minutes of meetings, copies
of rules and prize lists, leaguegperty, etc.

9. Furnish a list of individual averages to the local association manager(s), when requested. The
list must show the full names and ID numbers of all bowlers who competed in the league, the
number of games bowled, total pinfall and average foclebowler.

10.0n request of the local association or USBC, provide a list of names and addresses of the
league officers; and the names of captains and members in the league.

11. Notify league members of all local association meetings and any proposed chaiges in
association dues.

In youth leagues that do have a board, the secretary shall assist the league official in the
responsibilities of the league secretary.

NOTE: In leagues using a computer and/or average service, the elected secretary remains

resporsible for all the duties specified in Rule 102e.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 102e.

102e/1

Who has the right to see the league records?

Although the secretary and treasurer are responsible for maintaining an accurate and
complete account of scores drfinances, the records are league property. Therefore, all
league members have the right to see the records. However, so as not to disrupt bowling
arrangements should be made to view the records either before or after bowling, or at sof
other time agreable to the officer(s).

102e/2

hdzNJ 62¢f Ay3 fSI3dzS dziAaf Al S& GKS OSyid SN
league secretary?

. Sazx wdzZ S manul NBljdzANBa SIOK £SIF3dzS G2
secretariakervice, the league secretary should work together with the bowling center and
responsible for ensuring that all duties listed under Rule 102e are being properly fulfilled.

102e/3

Can a proprietor require our league to use and pay for the secretamal/iEes provided by
the center?

Yes. This and other proprietor provided services are issues negotiated between the leag
and the center. Although a proprietor can provide the service, it is up to the board of
directors to determine if the league will lize it. However, whether the league uses the
service or not, the proprietor may still require payment. In cases where the league utilize
secretarial service provided by the bowling center, the league is still required to appoint g
secretary and treaser. These officials are required to ensure that all duties as specified iff
Rule 102e and Rule 102f are fulfilled.

102e/4

How long must league records be maintained?

'{ ./ R2Sa y20 KIF@S lye& NizZ S NBII NRAyie K
lists, copies of recaps and standings sheets, league rules, etc.) should be kept. This is aff
to be determined by each league. Recap sheets can be destroyed after the season has |
completed and all records have been finalized. However, Rile,1tem 8, requires this
information to be turned over to the newly elected officer when there is a change in leagu
officers.
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possession of the former ofic or newly elected officer, be retained for at least one year
following the completion of the schedule.

102f. Duties of the Treasurer

The treasurer shall perform the following duties:

1. Establish a bank account in the name of the league withstgeatures of at least two officers
needed for withdrawals Ensure the statement is sent to the league president.

2. Arrange to have all league funds deposited within one week of receipt.

3. Be responsible for a complete accounting of all receipts and disbnssmOn the request of
the president or board, furnish a current financial statement to each team captain.

4. Distribute all prizes within 21 days after the end of the league schedule unless:

a. The board has set another time for distributing prizes, or
b. USBQas authorized holding up payment pending settlement of a claim or protest
affecting prize distribution.

5. When the prizes are distributed, give each team captain and/or member a detailed financial
statement, showing all income received on behalf of the lmagnd an accounting of all
money disbursed. The financial statement must also show the prizes distributed and list to
whom they were awarded.

6. Turn over all financial records to the nevdiected officer upon election.

7. All financial records, whether in pssssion of the former officer or newstected officer,
shall be retained for at least one year from the completion of the season.

In youth leagues that do have a board, the treasurer shall assist the league official in the duties of
the treasurer.

NOTHN leagues using ihouse banking services, the elected treasurer remains responsible for
all the duties specified in Rule 102f.

The treasurer must be eligible under the bonding requirements.

(For more information on managing league funds, seelLiague Operations Handbgok

102g. Duties of the Sergeadatt-Arms

The sergeantt-arms shall perform such duties as may be required by the presatethe board
of directors.

102h. Duties of the League Official (Youth Leagues Only)

The league supervisor is designated by the organizer of the youth league and is responsible for:
1. The league president duties. In youth leagues that do have a boargyéisedent will assist
the league supervisor.
2. Granting prebowls and postponements, unless the authority is given to an appointed
committee or the league official.
3. Cosign for withdrawal of funds from the league account(s).

NOTE: The league supervisor andalgue official cannot be members of an immediate family.
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(For more information on managing league funds, seeLi@gue Operations Handbapk

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 102h.

102h/1 Must a youth league supervisor be a USBC member?
Yes, the league supervisor is considered a league officer and therefore must be a USBQ
member per Rule 102a.

102h/2 Who is considered immediate family? What if they are no longer in the same household?

Members of an immediate family include mothers, daughters, sisters, wives, husbands,
brothers, fathers, stepsisters, stepbrothers, stepmothers, stepfathers atalis.

Two members of an immediate family cannot serve as league supervisor and league off
the same league or esign for withdrawals from a league account, even if they do not resi
in the same household.

102i. Duties of the League Offici@f outh Leagues Only)

The league official is designated by the organizer of the youth league and is responsible for:

1. The league secretary and treasurer duties. In leagues that do have a board, the secretary and
treasurer will assist the league official.

2. Fiing a written report of all Rule 400 violations to the local association for possible
disciplinary action. (See Rule 17e.)

3. Working with the league supervisor to:
a. Adopt rules prior to the start of the schedule, unless the league has a board of directors.
b. Erforce the league and USBC rules.

4. Adopting an awards list within the first five weeks of league play and stating how awards fees
collected will be disbursed, unless the league has a board of directorsR(524039

5. Casign for withdrawal of funds from the league account(s).

(For more information on managing league funds, seeLi@gue Operations Handbapk

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 102i.

102i/1 {AYyOS 2dzNJ 82dz0K Sl 3dz2S Kl & &adzOK t2¢6 | gl
What can we do about this situation?
2 KSYy | f£SF3dz2§5Qa FTdzyRa NB (22 avYl ff eqiet
the center to set up ifhouse banking. If this is done, the funds must be deposited in a
separate account, and the center must provide monthly accounting to the league.
102i/2 Must a youth league official be a USBC member?

Yes, the league offidigs considered a league officer and therefore must be a USBC mem
per Rule 102a.
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Rule 103 Board of Directors

103a. Management

This rule is waived in youth leagues where a majority of the membership is comprised of youths
13 years or younger arfdr high school conference leagues.

The board of directors shall consist of the officers and team captains. In youth leagues that do

have a board of directors, the adult supervisor and/or official also are members of the board. All

other adults are advigs. The board shall govern the league with the following provisions:

1. A captain may name another team member to act as the team representative at board of
directors meetings.

2. Each member of the board is entitled to one vote whether an officer of the leagteam
representative or both.

3. A majority of the members of the board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business,
unless otherwise stated in the league rules.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 103a.

103a/1

If the team captain is also an officecan they vote as a captain and as an officer?

No. Each member of the board is entitled to one vote, whether a league officer, team
representative or both. The rule also states a captain may designate another team memk
to act as the team representativa board meetings. Therefore, if the captain designates
another member, the captain is entitled to vote by virtue of the office held, with the other
member voting as team representative.

103b. Duties

The board of directors or the youth leagsepervisor and official shall be responsible for:

1. Making decisions on all matters arising in the league.

2. Deciding all protests involving USBC or league rules. The decision of the league board is final
unless an appeal is made under the provisionRut 119 (Guidelines omow to handle a
protestcan be found olBOWL.con)

NOTE:When a team and/or individual is found to be ineligible under league or USBC rules, the

game shall be forfeited unless there is a decision to declare the game null and void. In the
latter case, a decision shall alsomade as to whether the game shall be rebowled.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 103b.

103b/1

When games bowled are protested, what decisions may the board make?

The board should first determine if the protest was filed within the time limits prescribed

Rule 119If the protest is timely, the board can declare game(s):

e Forfeited:If a rule was violated.

e Null and voidand rebowled:If a rule was violated, but was not complied with due to
misinformation or mitigating circumstances. If games are declared null and void, the
board should make another decision as to whether the games should be rebowled.

e Stand as bowledltf it is found there is no cause for action.
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103b/2

The board decides to null and void the games of two teams involved in a protest. What
happens to the original games bowled?

Both team and individual records are eliminated. This includes winsoasds, averages,
prize consideration, etc. In other words, a null and void game no longer exists, except fd
USBC award recognition. (See the note below.) The series scores are deleted from the
026f SNRa | BSNI 3S NBO2NR&A |a 2F GKS RFGS

Forexample, if an individual bowled a 498 series December 3 and the board ruled the m
null and void January 7, the 498 series is subtracted from the total pins in the average rq4
and total number of games as of January 7. A new average is computedaifie holds true
for all other bowlers with games declared null and void.When the match is rescheduled,
current average is used for handicapping purposes and lineup changes may be made.

NOTE:If a USBC award is earned and the scores declared nblicd by the league board,
the null and voided scores may be recognized for USBC awards and the league secretg
should file an award application.

103b/3

What if fees are never paid and the prize fund is short? What course of action can the
league follon?

This would be a matter for referral to the board under Rule 103b. Generally, when a shdg
occurs because a team member did not pay fees, the shortage is deducted from the
AYRAGARdzZE £ Q4 &AKINB 2F (GKS GSI Y loied dnBuntys?
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small amount would be taken from the prize money of each team in the league or the lo
O2dzZ R 0SS GF1Sy FTNRBY (KS I leageihasltindptiod to file
charges against the member undeule 115b

103b/4

At the organizational meeting there was discussion and a vote taken regarding an adop
of a rule, but the rule did not appeain the printed rules. What can be done to correct this
It is not unusual for a league to adopt a rule and then have the rule inadvertently omitteg
when the rules are prepared for distribution. Under these circumstances, it is permissibl
the board tomeet to review the organizational meeting minutes in accordance with Rule
103b. The board members can also be asked to ratify what happened at the organizatio
meeting.

If a majority of the board determines the rule was actually discussed and votatitba
organizational meeting, and it was inadvertently omitted when the rules were typed, the
is binding and added to the existing rules. In this situation, the league is not adding, delg
or changing the existing rules, only clarifying what ispadd, so written consent from every
team captain is not needed.

Rule 104 Teams

104a. Team Captain's Authority

A team captain is a member of the league authorized to organize and enter a team in league play.

The captain is the team representative asttall perform the following duties:

1. Determine the members of the roster and be responsible for the eligibility of the team and its
members under the rules of the league and USBC.
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2. Collect USBC, state and local association dues, where applicable, fromesatier of the
team and remit such fees to the league secretary.

3. Be responsible for the conduct and attendance of the team in league play. It is within the
OFLIFAYQa FdziK2NRAGE (2 LISNXYIFySyate NBY2@QS |ye
sufficiert reason for the removal must be furnished to the board.

4. Enter the lineup in the computer and/or on the recap sheet before the start of each
scheduled series.

5. Sign the scorebooks and have the scores verified by the opposing captaiRUSeEL6a
regarding obvious errors.)

6. Be responsible for the collection of league fees from each member of the team for remittance
to the league treasurer.

7. Pay each member of the team within 15 days after receiving prize monegandance with
verbal or written agreements. The league board shall decide a dispute over prize money
distribution.

Youth leagues: The captain is elected by the team and only responsible for Items 5 and 6.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 104a.

104a/1] May a captain change the lineup from game to game?
Yes. Unless it is a match point league or there is a league rule to the contrary, a captain |
change the lineup from one game to the next. Rule 106b, Item 1, states that once a game
started, no changeto the order can be made after the start of a game. The rule does not
a restriction on making changes during a series. A captain may change the order of the p1
replace a substitute with a regular member or make any other lineup change frengame to
the next.

104a/2| Can a captain remove a member of the team during the season?
wdzZfE'S manl > LGSY o adldSas Ad Aa sAOGKAY |
from a team. However, the captain must furnish good and suffigieason upon appeal to the
league board.

If bowlers are removed, and are not dismissed unidale 115athey are eligible to receive a
prorated share of the team prize money at the end of the season, based on theamuwhb
games bowled and the amount of prize money won by the team. In addition, the bowlers
receive any special prizes for which they have qualified.

104a/3| If ateam member resigns or is replaced during the season, are they entitled to share the
GSFYQa LINARIT S Y2ySeKkK

Regardless of how long bowlers compete with a team, they qualify for a prorated share o
GSFYQa LINART S Y2y Se LINE gk RitBRRIle h1K&r dverd@piadedhy §
the team captain.

Rule 104a, Item 7, requires the team captain to pay each member of the team within 15 d
after receiving prize money in accordance with any verbal or writigreements. USBC holds
that prize distribution among team members is a team matter. When a member has bowl
part of the season and is unable to be a member at the end of the schedule, it is commor]
practice for teams to prorate prize money between themiger who resigned and the
replacement based on the number of games each bowled and paid for during the seasonj
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104a/4

Can an error on a score sheet or recap sheet be corrected after the team captains have
signed the recap sheet?

Yes. Although Rule 104&em 5, andRule 116altem 5, require the captains to sign the
scorebook and verify the scores bowled, their signatures do not prevent a score from beif
corrected. An officer is required ule 116altem 6, to correct errors if they are found after
the captains have signed the recap sheets. Both captains should be notified of the correc
However, if a score sheet is removed from the center and an error is fonadnatter needs
to be referred to the board for a decision.

104a/5

Is a substitute (designated or roving) listed on a team roster?

No, only members of the team are listed on the team rost@he roster includes individuals
named by the captain asragular member, additional member or replacement during the
season.

104b. Franchise and Roster

The rosters of all teams shall automatically disband at the end of the season. A team franchise

(team spot) in the league shall be held by the team captaivided the captain:

1. Is acceptable to the majority of the full membership of the board of directors.

2. Notifies the league secretary of his/her intention to retain the franchise on or before a date
set by the league. Failure to do so will result in the frase returning to the control of the
board of directors.

A franchise cannot be recalled during the season without sufficient cause.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 104b.

104b/1

To whom does the team spot in a league belonthe captain, team memberdgague or
sponsor?

Captains hold the team franchise, as provided in Rule 104b. The spot remains with the ¢
from season to season unless recalled by the board. A franchise cannot be recalled durif
season without sufficient cause. The team spmrdoes not have control over the team
franchise.

104b/2

What happens to the franchise or "spot” in the league if a team captain does not want it
anymore?

Most leagues set a date and require team captains to notify the officers of their intention
return the following season. According to Rule 104b, Item 2, if a captain does not wish tg
retain the franchise, or does not plan to return, the franchise reverts to the control of the
board. The board may offer the franchise to another team member or somedweechas
requested to enter a team in the league.

104b/3

Can a captain choose not to ask the same team members back next season?

Yes. Rule 104b states, all teams are automatically disbanded at the end of the league
schedule. A team captain is nabligated to invite the same individuals back to be team
members next season.
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104c. Replacement During Season

When a team is replaced, the new team shall assume the position standings of the replaced team,

unless the league ruled otherwise. A new teamst be advised of the financial status of the
team or individual they replaced.

104d. Uneven Number

When a league has an uneven number of teams, the team scheduled against the nonexistent
team cannot be credited with the points by forfeit. The EarnBuents system is used unless the

league board of directors, by majority vote, decides to use the Bye or Draw System. The following

procedures apply for each system:
1. Earn the Points:

a. An individual must bowl at least his/her average less ten (10) pins and/or teams must
bowl at least the team average less ten (10) pins per player, unless the league board
states another number.

b. Points not won by the team for failing to bowl the prescdseore should be recorded on
the standing sheet as "unearned" points.

2. Draw System:

a. Teams bowling the vacant team will draw a team or be scheduled against another team
from the league to earn points.

b. The scores bowled will be used as if bowling in direatetition with the
drawn/scheduled team.

3. Bye System:
a. Team scheduled against the vacant team does not bowl.
b. Position standings shall be determined on a percentage basis.

In all cases, the games bowled by the team that withdrew or was dismissed mudt stan

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 104d.

104d/1] How are points awarded when a team ties the target score?
When a team meets or exceeds the target score, the points are earned.

104d/2] What do we do if our league starts the season with an uneven numbeteaims and a team i

added during the season?
USBC recommends the board meet and choose one of the following options:

scores with teams that previously bowled what wassidered a nonexistent team.

figured using a percentage basis.

Option 1:The league allows the new team to make up the games unopposed and match {

Option 2:The entering team is not allowed to make up games and the position standings

104d/3] What do we do if our league starts the season with an even number of teams and a team|

added during the season?
league board has the following options:
standings are figred on a percentage basis.

missed games.

If the league adds a new team during the season giving it an uneven amount of teams, th
Option 1:The entering team is not allowed to make up missed games and the position
Option 2:The league allows the new team to bowl against their averages in making up an

Option 3:The Ieague utilizes the draw system whereby the team bowling unopposed draw
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another team in the league and theicaes are compared with that team to earn points.
b2 YFGGSNI 6KAOK 2LJiA2y GKS €SI 3dzS OK22a |
the new number of teams now bowling in the league.

104d/4

Can you explain how to figure position standings ompercentage basis?

A league determines position standings on a percentage basis when it has an uneven nu
of teams and the league votes to use the bye system, or when all teams in the league do
bowl the same number of games (games ruled null and woia team is added and is not
allowed to make up missed games).

The following is an example of how to figure percentages:

Place] Team| Won Lost| Total| Percentage
Pts

1 C 38 10 48 .792

2 D 40 12 52 .769

3 B 35 13 48 .729

4 A 35 17 52 673

5 E 26 26 52 .500

1. Add total points won and lost (plus unearned points when applicable).

2. Divide points won by total points.

The chart indicates standings of a league with four points in contention for each match. If
team (Team D) bowled 13 weeks and dretoya for one week, it has the opportunity to win §
points. If the team won 40 points out of the possible 52, it has a percentage of .769 in the|
standings after the 14th scheduled week. For match point leagues, there are more points
contention each weekyut the method for figuring the percentage is the same as a-fmint
league.

Percentages are based on the number of points a team has the opportunity to win as con|
to the number of points actually won. Team standing is determined by dividing thk to
number of points a team competed for into the number of points actually won.

Rule 105 Absentee and Vacancy Scores

Leagues may adopt rules for absentee or vacancy scores and handicaps to decide league games,

subject to the following:

a. Absentee or vacancy scores may be used only when a legal lineup is present.

b. Absentee or vacancy scores may not replace scores bowled by an ineligible player.

c. In a singles league, no vacancy scores shall be used. Absentee scores will not be permitted,
unless otherwise provided by league rule.

d. A vacancy score is to be used when a team has an incomplete roster. Vacancy scores are
subject to the following, unless otherwise provided by league rule:
1. Adult leagues:

a) The vacancy score shall be 120.
b) In handicap legues, the handicap must be based on the vacancy score used. Handicap

shall not be limited.
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2. Youth leagues:
a) The vacancy score shall be the average of the lowest average bowler on the opposing
GSFHYQa NR&adSNY
b) If two or more vacancy scores are required, dwerage of the nexto-the-lowest
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¢) In handicap leagues, the handicap must be based on the vacancy score used. Handicap
shall not be limited.
d) The vacancy score is used untiliadividual bowls and establishes a current average.
e. An absentee score is to be used when a member is absent and a substitute is not obtained.
The following provisions apply unless otherwise provided by league rule:

1. The absentee score for each game sh8llbi KS | 6aSyd YSYoSNDa Odz2NNB:
LAYad LY KFYRAOIFLI £SF3dzSasx GKS KFYRAOIFLI akKl f

average.

2. Teams with additional players on the roster shall use the absentee score of the absent
player with the:
a) Most game bowled.
b) Lowest absentee score when the absentees have the same number of games bowled.
c) Next highest number of games bowled when two scores are needed.

3. When a team has an absent member without an established average according to league
rules or USBRule 118¢a score of 120 will be used. In handicap leagues, the handicap
shall be based on the score of 120.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 105.

105/1| If anindividual is absent the first night of bowling, is afsentee or vacancy score used?

An absentee score is used unless otherwise provided by league rules or past precedent
established in the league. If there is a question as to whether the individual absent is a mg
2F GKS (Sl YQa NPRddir&tE dedidesSthefmatted dzS 6 2 | NR

105/2| If two members are absent and only one substitute is obtained, which absentee score is
used?

According to Rule 104a, Item 1, the team captain is responsible for the eligibility of the teg|
and determines whom theubstitute will replace. First, the captain determines whom the
substitute will replace and then the absentee score is determined.

When the team has a limited roster, the process is easy. The captain selects the player th
substitute replaces, and the adstee score of the other player is used.

When a team has additional players on its roster, the captain decides whom the substitute
replacing. Whoever the substitute is replacing, the absentee score for that absent membe
cannot be used. According to BUWO5, Item e(2), the absentee score of the player with the
most games is used for the other player. If two absentee scores are needed after the subg
is in place, the absentee score of the absentee with the next highest number of games is {
and when two absent members have the same number of games, the lower absentee sco
used. (See CAQ #118d/1 for cap information.)
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105/3

My team had a substitute bowler show up on league night to replace one of our absentee
bowlers. The substitute bowled théirst game and then found it necessary to leave the
bowling center for the remainder of the evening. Is the absentee score for the remaining ty
3 YSa o0lFaSR 2y GKS NB3IdzZ I NI GSFY YSYOSNRA
An absentee score is to be usetien a member is absent and a substitute is not obtained.
Since the substitute only completed the first game of the series, the absentee score for thq
remaining_] games must be based on the average of the absent regular team member.

105/4

If a member resigs from the league and the spot is not filled within two weeks (fees were
paid, but there is no substitute), what score should be used... absentee or vacancy?

The absentee score should be used. In the situation described, the member resigned, but
not replaced immediately. Therefore, the player is still a member for those two weeks. Onqg
the two weeks expire and a replacement has not been obtained, the vacancy score provid
in the league rules is used.

105/5

What is the difference between absenteand vacancy?

As defined in Rule 105, Item e, an absentee score is used when a regular member is abse
a substitute is not available. Unless otherwise provided by league rule, the absentee scorg
SIOK 3FYS &aKlkff 0S5 (K Ss1¥@8ng ans, MbandicamiadliBsytie
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playing strength of the league. The vacancy score shall be 120 timelsmgue rules state
another number. In handicap leagues, handicap for vacancy scores is calculated using thg
handicap percentage the league utilizes for its regular members unless the league rules s
2U0KSNBAASD C2NJ SEI arhindcap is\180%0K230, iacuhcysdzfed mus
be calculated on the same basis unless the league rules state otherwise.

105/6

Can a league adopt a rule stating there will be no handicap given for a vacancy score?
Yes, the league can adopt a ruéstricting handicap for a vacancy score. While USBC
recommends that the vacancy score receive the same handicap percentage the league ut
for its regular members, Rule 105, Item d allows the league by rule to determine the
percentage of handicap theacancy score will receive.

105/7

When it is discovered players were not eligible to bowl, can their scores be replaced by ar
absentee score?

No, Rule 105, Item b states, under no circumstances may an absentee or vacancy score 1
scores bowled by ammeligible player. According to Rule 103b, the league board is authorize
rule on protested games and declare them forfeited or null and void. When an ineligible pl
is used, games are generally forfeited. However, the board has the authority arel¢lce
games null and void and have them rebowled. If a complaint or protest is not filed in
accordance with Rule 119, the games would stand as bowled.

Rule 106c League Game/Series

106a. Series How Bowled

Two lanes immediately adjoining each otlstrall be used in each game of league play. The first
game of a series shall start on the lane where the team is scheduled with each succeeding game
starting on the lane where the team finished its previous game. At the option of the league, each
game or fame may be bowled on a different pair of lanes.
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106b. Order of Bowling

Unless the league rules allow each game or frame to be bowled on a different pair of lanes,

members of competing teams shall successively, and in regular order, bowl one frame on one

lane, and for the next frame alternate and use the other lane until five frames are bowled on

each lane of the pair.

1. No changes can be made in the order of players after the start of a game.

2. When a team bowls against another team or alone, the next frarag be started prior to
completion of the previous frame, unless the league rules state otherwise.

106c. Interrupted Game/Series

If equipment failure on a pair of lanes would delay the progress of a series, league officers can:

1. Authorize the game anseries to be completed on another pair of certified lanes; or

2. Authorize the game and/or series to be bowled on one lane when another pair of certified
lanes is not available. However, when the original pair or another pair of certified lanes
becomes availale, the team(s) may resume play on a pair of lanes.

An interrupted game and series shall be resumed from the point of interruption.
When authorized, the requirements of Rule 106a and Rule 106b do not apply.
NOTE: Scores bowled while using one laneBlgualify for USBC award recognition.

106d. Bowling Out

Unless the league rules state otherwise:

1. Adult leaguesA bowler may finish any one game of a series before teammates or opponents.

2. Youth leaguesA league member may not finish any game of a series before his/her
teammates or opponents, unless the league official/supervisor determines an emergency or
sufficient cause exists.

{O2NBa NBO2NRSR ¢gKATS 02¢f Ay 3 2 dudragd 2ntyualiiyiy RS OA
for USBC awards and league awards.

NOTE: A player bowling out should do so while the others continue to bowl. The player should
bowl on each lane immediately after the previous bowler completes the frame, so that
the progress of thgame is not delayed.

Rule 107¢ Team Composition

107a. Competition Limited to One Team

Under no conditions may a player bowl on more than one team in the same scheduled game. In
addition, a player may not compete on more than one team in the same |ag@ach of the
regularly scheduled games in a series, unless otherwise provided by league rule.

NOTE: Once a player records scores, whether prebowled, post bowled or at the regularly
d0KSRdzf SR GAYS>E (KS LJX I @ SNIDasted.fTheddsiedh { A G& F2|
scores must be utilized in figuring team and individual standings, unless declared null
and void by the league board of directors.
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Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 107a.

107a/1] We had an individual/team prebowl because they had to workater they found out that
they would not have to work on that date so they appeared at the lanes to bowl. Can the
league secretary throw out their scores and allow them to bowl?

No. When an individual or team receives permission from the league and caspiheir
prebowl, they have exhausted their eligibility for that league session. The league board o}
directors has the authority to declare the prebowled scores null and void only if a rule was
violated or due to mitigating circumstances. However, theyeRS Ay G KS A YR
schedule does not fall into either of these categories, therefore, the scores would stand.

107a/2] The league had a team prebowl for a specific league session. The team prebowled and tj
due to severe weather, the leagueancelled bowling on that date and resumed the
following week. What happens to the prebowled scores?

If the team prebowled and the league session was subsequently cancelled, USBC recom|
the board meet and choose one of the following options:

Option 1.The prebowled scores are applied to the rescheduled league session. The team|
would not be permitted to rebowl that week as their scores have already been recorded &
their eligibility exhausted.

Option 2. The league board null and voids the prebowledescand the team is allowed to
bowl the rescheduled league session.

107b. Transferring Team Membership
lyfSaada 20KSNBAAS LINPOARSR o6& €SI 3dzS NUzZ S | 026
have counted, may transfer to another team in the leagluring the season provided:
1. AdultleaguesTwoi KA NR&a 2F GKS fSF3dzSQa GSFY OFLIWFAYya |
This provision does not apply to USBC closed leagues, or to any league which adopts its own
rule to govern transfers.
2. Youth leaguesThe league official/supervisor consents to the transfer.

107c. Substitutes and/or Replacements

A substitute is a bowler who replaces another who is scheduled to participate in a USBC league,
or bowls for a team with an incomplete roster.

The followingshall apply to substitutes and/or replacements:

1. Scores bowled by a substitute shall count for the games bowled.

2. A substitute must be a member of USBC, a state association and a local association, where
required.

3. A substitute may bowl! with any team in thealgue, but may not compete on more than one
team in the same league for any regularly scheduled games each week, unless otherwise
provided by league rule. (S&aule 1079

4. The average of a substitute shall @ kJi @ { K2dzZ R | &dzoadAddziS € GSNJI
roster, his/her average shall be continued.

5. Scores bowled through the efforts of more than one individual player shall not qualify for
league or USBC individual awards. (Bake 1184dor average information.)

6. In mixed leagues, a substitute or replacement may be of either gender, unless otherwise
provided by league rules.

7. A player removed from a game cannot return to bowl in the same game.
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8. Substitutes are not entigéd to attend league meetings.
9. Ateam must be allowed to add a replacement when its roster is less than the playing strength
of the league.
10.Unless otherwise provided by league rules:
a. Substitutes are not required to pay league fees.
b. A captain may replaceng player at any time during a game with another eligible player.
c. When substitutes are made during a game, the score counts only for team score.
d. A team using a substitute is eligible for all high team prizes.

NOTE: When a substitution is made duringgame in a handicap league, each player receives
1/10 of his/her single game handicap for each frame bowled. For example, an original
player with a single game handicap of 19 pins completes six frames and a substitute with
a single game handicap of 22 po@npletes the remaining four frames:

Original player 1/10 of 19 = 1.9 pins x 6 frames = 11.4 or 11 pins. Substitute player 1/10
of 22 = 2.2 pins x 4 frames = 8.8 pins or 8 pins.

¢KS FNIOGA2Y A& RNRLIISR FTNRY SI QK AYRAGARdZ

In leagues using the team method of handicapping, the same procedure is used.
Determine the team handicap with the original player and with the substitute in the
lineup. Then apply the handicap based on the number of frames completed by each
player.
Youh leagues:
11.Leagues may allow substitutes present and not needed on a team to bowl for average and
USBC awards.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 107c.

107c/1 In my league, there are five members on each teame would like to carry six members so
we can rotate each week. We were told that another bowler would be considered a
substitute. Can we add another member who bowls only for us and is affatiged
member?

Rule100a Item 1(b) indicates the league decides the team playing strength, but each teg
allowed to determine if there will be additional members, unless league rules limit the ros
If your league did not adopt a rule limiting each team to five memlzeddjtional member(s)
could be added to the team roster.

107c/2 May a substitute bowl one game with one team and bowl the remaining two games with
another team?

If a league did not adopt a rule to allow a substitute to bowl with more than one team in &
match, a substitute cannot compete on more than one team in the same scheduled matg
For example, a substitute could not bowl with a team at the regularly scheduled time ang
then again with another team that may have been granted permission to postpaie th
match.
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107c¢/3

Our team has six members on its roster, but only five members bowl each week. Can th{
additional member on our roster bowl with another team on league night?

Yes, additional roster members may bowl with other teams as substitutes thiegrare not
scheduled to bowl with their team, unless league rules state otherwise or the league has
past precedent of not allowing these substitutions. If there is a question on the past
precedent of the league, the league board of directors must naeet make a decision by
majority vote.

107c/4

May a league adopt a rule stating no new members be allowed for the last few weeks of
the season, the position round or for the playoff?

Yes, however, according to Rule 107c, Item 9, a team must be allovattitplayers when
its roster is less than the playing strength of the league. For example, if the playing stren
five, teams must be allowed to have at least five members. A rule limiting additions or
replacements to a team after a certain date mayt be enforced if the team does not have
the full playing strength on the roster. After the playing strength is reached, the league ru
should be enforced, and a team is not allowed to add members to the team.

107c/5

Can a league adopt a rule that litssieach team to naming two substitutes who bowl only
for a particular team during the season?

Yes. There are two types of substitutes: designated and roving. A designated substitute
generally bowls for one team as needed. A roving substitute is allowbadvbwith any
team.

Although USBC recommends roving substitutes be used, league rules may be adopted f
using designated substitutes, and for setting a substitute limit. However, without a leagus
rule, a team could have any number of designated or rosingstitutes.

107c/6

What is the difference between a roster member and a substitute?

Roster members generally pay league fees when they bowl and receive a prorated shars
the team prize money. They have the same status in the league as other rewrtarers

and are eligible for individual awards offered by the league if they bowl the required num
of games. A substitute usually does not pay league fees. Some leagues require the sub
bowling fees, but the regular members pay the prize portl@drsubstitute is not eligible for
individual league prizes unless the league rules state otherwise. A league may by rule
designate additional roster members as substitutes.

107cl7

May a league adopt a rule that substitutes not be allowed?

Yes, howevelt is not recommended as it can place undue hardship on a team when
members are absent due to iliness or other reasons beyond their control. If a league beli
a team might bring in high average bowlers as substitutes, the league may set eligibility
requNBYSy Gaed C2NJ SEFYLIX S5 S| 3dzS&a Yl @& | R2
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107c/8

What is the differencébetween a regular member and an ADDITIONAL member of a tear
A regular member and an additional member are interchangeable; they are members of
team. They are equal and have all rights and privileges in the league. If a membership
meeting is called athembers of a team could attend and vote.

When a league adopts a rule to have a specific number of regular MEMBERS for a lega
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both regular members and additional members can be used for a legal lineup.

107c/9 We have a six man roster with fivieowling every week. Our sixth man only bowls when
needed and does not pay the weekly fees. One of our regular five members resigned; c3
we use a vacancy score until we fill that spot?

No, since the sixth man is considered a regular member of the teamatra substitute the
team has a full complement of players and cannot use a vacancy score. If he/she canno
attend then his/her absentee score would be used and since the team has five regular
bowlers the team would be required to pay league fees for fveacancy score cannot be
used unless the team has four or less players on the team roster.

107c/10 | We have a seven man roster with five bowling every week. Our additional members only
bowl as needed. Our league rules require a regular bowler to havey@tes to be eligible
to bowl in the position round. One of our regular five members and both additional

members do not have 21 games. According to USBC Rule 107c, Item 9 does the leagus
to allow us to have a full complement of players?
No, USBC Rul®1Zc, Item 9 does not apply in this instance. USBC holds that if an individy
the team had the opportunity to bowl 21 games and did not, then the team would have tq
use another eligible player (substitute if it is allowed) or an absentee score.

107d.Pacers

A pacer is a bowler who fills in to balance the rotation of the teams. The following shall apply to
all pacers:

1. Scores bowled do not count towards team totals nor are they included in the average records.
2. Pacers are allowed, unless otherwm®vided by league rule.

3. Pacers who are USBC members are eligible for all USBC individual awards.

Rule 10&; Failure to Complete Game

108a. With Cause

When a player is unable to complete a game because of disability, injury or emergency, and

another eligble player is not available, the team shall count the actual score for the frames
bowledplusongi SY i K 2F GKS S| 3dzSQa | 6aSyRulSfig8daro2 NB T2 N
average information.)

NOTE: For compting score: Take actual score for frames bowled; for a strike or spare in last
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score, 14; 1/10 of 145 = 14.5 X 3 frames = 43.5. Drop fraction and add 43 to actual
score for 7 frames bowled. The fraction is dropped after the total amount is figured, and
not from each frame.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 108a.

108a/1] When ateam membemust leave during a game due to injury, how is the remainder of
their game scored? What if they must leave in the middle of a frame after making only
their first delivery?
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Rule 108a provides that if a team member is unable to complete a game due tditlisabi
injury or emergency and another team member is not available, the team shall count the
actual score for the frames bowled pluseeSy 1 K 2 F GKS € S| 3dzSQa
the remaining frames in the game.

When a team member only makes thénst delivery in a frame and is unable to complete
the game, they can only be credited with the number of pins knocked down on that delive
for the frame. The team member gets credit for all completed and partial frames bowled [
one-tenth of their ab&ntee score for additional frames missed.

108a/2| If a player has to leave any game because of an emergency and the team loses its legal
lineup, is the team required to forfeit?

No.Rule 109kdoes not require a team to forfeit if it loses its legal lineup during a game. T}
team could finish the game usingoleSy 1 K 2F GKS 0626t SNRa I 0o
not completed.

If the team could not field a legal lineup for the next game, theamds entitled to an
emergency postponement. Rule 109b states, leagues shall grant postponements for
emergencies when a team fails to appear due to reasons beyond its control. The same w
apply when a team loses its legal lineup during a series.

108b. Without Cause

When a player does not complete a game for reasons other than disability, injury or emergency,

GKS LXlFesSNna GSIYy aKhkft O2dzyi 1 SRE1B®&HNI SI OK NBY
average inbrmation.)
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of directors shall decide. A player who leaves a game without cause cannot return to bowl in the
same game.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule108b.

108b/1| After missing a spare in the fifth frame of the second game, the player gets upset and stoj
bowling. How do you score the bowlers second and third game?

The team is credited with the actual score for the first five frames bowled and zeeadi
NBYFAYAYy3 FTNIYSa Ay GKS aSO2yR 3ILYSd C2]
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108c. Missed Frames

A player who starts a gae and then misses frames due to an emergency may return to bowl
before completion of the same game and make up the frames missed, unless the league rules:
1. Require a player to enter the game at the frame being bowled by the team.

2. Do not allow a player toeturn to bowl.

Rule 108a must be applied for missed frames that are not made up in the same game.
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Rule 10 Lineup

109a. Legal Lineup

A minimum legal lineup must be present to complete the first frame of any game of a series
unless the league rulestate another frame. A frame shall be considered completed when all
bowlers present on each team have made his/her last deliveries in that frame. The following also
shall apply:
1. Alegal lineup is:
a. Three or more eligible players in fipdayer team leaguesinless league rules state one or
more.
b. Two or more eligible players in either threar four-player team leagues, unless league
rules state one or more.
c. One eligible player in twplayer team leagues.
2. Substitutes count to determine a legal lineup, unleiserwise provided by league rule.
3.[ SF3dzSa Yl & AyOfdzRS Ay AGa NMz Sa GKS ydzyo SN 21
present to count toward a legal lineup.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 109a.

109a/1] If aleague does not adopt a rule designatitige number of regular members for a legal
lineup, is it acceptable to have just one regular member plus substitutes?

Substitutes are considered eligible players for a minimum legal lineup unless the league
adopts a rule requiring a specific number of risgumembers to be present. If such a rule is
not adopted, any number of substitutes could count toward a legal lineup.

109a/2] Can aleague adopt a rule stating a legal lineup must be present at the start of a game or|
a designated time?

A team hasuntil the completion of the first frame, or a select frame other than the first, to
field a legal lineup. Therefore, it is not permissible to require a team to have a legal lineuy
present at the start of a game or at a designated time.

109a/3] When aleague allows for individual prebowls, do the scores count toward the legal lineup]
requirement?

Yes the scores count towards the legal lineup requirement unless the league rules requir
legal lineup present at the regular league session.

109b. Laclof Legal Lineup

When one or both teams scheduled against each other fail to present a minimum legal lineup and
a postponement was not requested, the game(s) is (are) forfeited unless an emergency existed.
The postponement committee or board of directorsaafildecide whether an emergency existed

and, if so, the match shall be rescheduled under the postponement rules. Decisions made by the
postponement committee can be appealed to the league board of directors.
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109c. Tardy Players

Unless otherwis@rovided by league rule, a player who arrives late may be permitted to bowl

after a game has started under these conditions:

1. The player shall begin play, with the score to count, beginning with the frame then being
bowled by the team.

2. The player shall recee onetenth of the absentee score for each frame not bowled.

3.t FNOAFE 3AFYSa akKlff y2G 0SS dzaSR AY RSOSNNAYAY:
the secretary to maintain averages based on the actual frames bowled by each player.

Commonly Aked Questions; Rule 109c.

109c/1| If alegal lineup is not present by the end of the first frame but a tardy player arrives beforg
the designated tardy player frame, can the late bowler make up missed frames to avoid a
team forfeit?

No, a league rule sattg a specific frame for tardy players is separate from the legal lineup §
First, a team must have enough eligible players present for a legal lineup. Tardy players c
enter the game if they arrived before completion of the designated tardy framethe game
would still be forfeited.

However, games two and three would not be forfeited since the team would have a legal
lineup present.

Rule 11 Forfeits

110a. League Fee Arrearages
' €SI 3dz2S OFly FTR2LI | NdzZ S G2 RSOfINBE 3IFYSa F2NF
current in league fee payments.

A league that does not adopt a rule is responsible for any loss incurred by such arrearages.

NOTE: A team cannot be requiretb forfeit if fees are not paid for an absent member or a
vacancy.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 110a.

110a/1] Our league rule states members cannot be more than a week behind in paying their leagu
fees. If any member comes the second week inafow R OF y QG LI} &% Ol y
GKSY (KSe OlyQi 026fK

Yes. If more leagues had such a rule and enforced it, there would be fewer instances of
nonpayment of league fees and fewer suspended members. Just be sure to explain this r
every memberYou may have a few disgruntled members early in the season, but the worg
spread that the league is serious about everyone keeping their fees current. A league shg
not allow debts to accumulate for more than two weeks without taking action.
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110a2 | Can aleague adopt a rule to curtail late or nonpayment of league fees?

According to Rule 110a, a league could adopt a rule stating games will be forfeited if
LI NGAOALI yia Ay | GSFEYQa tAySdzl I NB y2i
present do not submit their own fees, the games are subject to forfeiture.

However, games cannot be forfeited if fees are not paid when a member is absent or the
has a vacancy. If the absent member does not pay in full upon return, then all gagnes th
member bowls while in arrears would be subject to forfeiture if a timely protest is filed. Th
league board should not hesitate to enforce the rule when there is a violation and should ]
consistent in the application of its rules.

110b. Refusal tdowl
A team that refuses to bowl with less than a full lineup forfeits any games it declines to bowl.

110c. Procedure for Bowling

When a team is bowling in a known forfeit situation, the following procedures shall apply:
1. The forfeiting team is not to redee any point(s).
2. Unless the league rules have stated another number, to earn the point(s):
a. An individual must bowl at least his/her average less ten (10) pins.
b. Teams must bowl at least the team average less ten (10) pins per player.
3. Points not won by théndividual and/or team for failing to bowl the prescribed score should
be recorded on the standing sheet as "unearned” points.
4. The following applies to players on the forfeiting team:
a. Those who are present may bowl, but the scores shall not be includekis G S YQa G20l
pins.
b. Scores bowled in accordance with this procedure shall be counted toward averages and
qualify for league prizes, unless the league rules state otherwise.
c. Scores shall qualify for USBC awards.

NOTE: When leagues include series totals in points won and a team forfeits one or more games
in a series, that team shall receive a zero for the games it forfeits in deciding the winner
of the series point.

When a league determines position standings on a @atage basis, the percentage is
calculated by dividing the number of points won by the total number of points available
to the team. (The total number of points available includes points won, lost and
unearned through forfeit situations.)

Commonly Asked Qestions¢ Rule 110c.

110c/1 What is a known forfeit?
The team bowls knowing the opposing team is not eligible to receive any points due to aj
apparent rule violation. For example, an opposing team lacks a legal lineup or the oppos
team is over the asrage cap. To promote a competitive atmosphere, the-fanfeiting

team must earn the points.
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110c/2

What is an unknown forfeit?

The team bowls unaware that a forfeit will be declared. For example, it was found out
immediately after bowling th@pposing team used an ineligible player. The forfeiture woull
have to be acted upon within the specified timelines of Rule 119. The forfeiting team dos
not receive any points and the ndorfeiting team is automatically credited with all of the
points.

110c/3

If a team does not show up and a postponement was not requested, does the team
present get all the points?

In instances where the reason for absence is unknown, the team present must earn
the points and should be advised that the absence may betd@m emergency.

A league officer should call the captain to determine whether something unforeseen
occurred. If an emergency exists, advise the absent team they have the right to request
emergency postponement within the time constraints of Rule HBe&eRule 111dor
information on emergency postponements.

110c/4

When a team loses a game by forfeit, how do you determine who wins the point for total
pins?

When a team forfeits a game, the team score for that ganzeiis. Add zero to the scores
026t SR Ay (GKS 20KSNJ 3IIYSa Ay (GKS &SNASa
series total.

110c/5

A team meets the prescribed score (team average less ten pins per player) in a known
forfeit situation. Do they splitthe point?

No. When a team meets the prescribed score, the point(s) is (are) earned. There are no
in this situation.

110c/6

If a team has to forfeit because an ineligible player is used, what happens to the scores
bowled?

Iy A Y St A dskadetb&comel derd, ardiiha game(s) is (are) not included in their
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bowled by the eligible players are counted toward their averages and any individual prizq4

110c/7

In our league, we figure team and individual averages after bowling three games. On the
first night, if a team is bowling in a forfeit situation, how would you determine whether
the team "earned" points for the three games since averages are not essied until the
series completion?

The team would have to wait until the end of the series to figure individual and team
averages. After the team average is computed, deduct 10 pins per player to determine tH
score the team had to bowl, or exceed, to tredited with "earned" points. If the team does
not earn points, they are listed on the standing sheet as "unearned."

110c/8

Can a league adopt a no forfeit rule?
No, USBC rules provide for a forfeit as a possible penalty when rules are violated.
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Rule 111¢ Prebowl/Postponements

111a. Types

Types of prebowls and postponements:

1. Bowling in direct opposition.

2. Team unopposed bowling?ermitted, unless the league adopts a rule prohibiting this type of
competition.

3. Individual unopposed bowling:
a. Adult leagues: Prohibited, unless the league rules state otherwise.
b. Youth LeaguesPermitted, unless the league rules state otherwise.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111a.

111a/1

What is bowling unopposed?

Bowling unopposed is when one team or an individegluests and is granted permission to
bowl without its scheduled opponent at a time other than the regularly scheduled league
time. The team or individual with permission may bowl prior to the scheduled date
(prebowling) or after the scheduled date (a pesnement).

111b. Reason

A league cannot adopt a rule that would have the effect of not permitting any prebowling/

postponements. The league must grant a prebowl/postponement when the team is unable to

field a legal lineup for the following reasons:

1. Some of its bowlers are participating in the USBC Championships, state or local association
championship tournaments or attending an annual meeting.

2. There is sufficient cause.

3. An emergency situation.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111b.

111b/1

What is considered sufficient cause for an emergency postponement?

An emergency is defined as an unforeseen combination of circumstances, making it impossiblég
team to field a legal lineup. The reasons for not being able to bowl would not havecttdsrophic;
just beyond the control of the team members.

Although each reason by itself might not be considered an emergency, the combination of
circumstances happening at the same time is considered an emergency. For example;pkasfive
team knewa player was to be out of town and thought they could field a legal lineup, but prior td
bowling, another bowler fell ill and the next had to work late, the team could request an emergsg
postponement.

111b/2

After a bad storm, all but two teams were ab to field legal lineups. Are these two teams entitled
to emergency postponements when all the other teams in the league were able to get to the laf
Yes, weather conditions which prevent a team from fielding a legal lineup are classified as
emergencis. Leagues must grant postponements for emergencies when a team fails to appear
scheduled match due to reasons beyond its control. Adverse weather conditions are sufficient f
to grant a postponement without advance notice.

Members must realizall bowlers do not face the same driving conditions or circumstances, so t
ability of an individual to drive under adverse conditions cannot be used as a basis for declaring
games forfeited.
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111c. Request

Games must be bowled as scheduled, unlessjaest is made prior to the scheduled time,
except for emergencies, and approval is granted.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111c.

111c/1 What happensvhen a team cannot field a legal lineup or does not appear and no
prebowl or postponement is requested?

A forfeit is issued. However, the forfeiting team has up to 15 days to protest the forfeiturs
and request an emergency postponement according to Rl If the scheduled games
are within the final two weeks of the schedule, the team must protest and request an
emergency postponement within 72 hours of the final date of that schedule.

111c/2 Does a postponement have to be requested 48 hours priothe scheduled night?

No. A request for a postponement can be made any time prior to the scheduled mtch.
an emergency exists, the request should be made as soon as possible. However, the re
must be made within the timelines of Rule 119.

111c/3 Can a league adopt a rule allowing individuals/teams to prebowl for an undetermined
date and have the scores held by the league secretary until needed?

No, all league games are to be bowled as scheduled unless they are postponed or
prebowled by committee pboard authorization. For a postponement to take place a
request must be made and permission granted. Requests are made for a specific date g
are made up at a time agreed upon by the committee or board.

111d. Granting

Prebowl/Postponement requestsareviewed and decided by:

1. Adult leaguesA committee appointed for this purpose or the board of directors.

2. Youth leaguesThe league supervisor unless the authority is given to the league official or a
committee appointed for this purpose.

Decisions made by the committee or league supervisor/official may be appealed to the board of
directors under the provisions of Rule 119. (Bede 11%or further appeal procedures.)

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111d.

111d/1 Who has the authority to call off bowling for the entire league because of bad weather?

While there is no specific rule giving the authority to cancel bowling because of inclement weathd
decisions made by league officers have beemsggiently upheld. The officers should be acting in thd
f SI3dzSQa o0Sad AyiSNBalo

To be assured they are making the correct decision to cancel bowling, the officers should condud
telephone poll of board members. If a majority vote supporting the decisi@btained, it is in line
with Rule 103b and Rule 111d, Item 1, which authorize the board to decide on postponements.

111d/2 How is a postponement for the entire league rescheduled?

To reschedule a postponed league session, the proprietor should [seilbet and the decision is
made with agreement of the league board under Rule 103b. The season could be extended with
missed session bowled the following week and each succeeding week advanced. If arrangemen
be made with the proprietor, the postmed games could be bowled any time lanes are available.
Most importantly, ensure that everyone concerned understands how the rescheduling will be dor
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111d/3 Can a league allow an officer to grant postponements?

A committee consists of one or more individuals. Although we recommend a postponemq
committee of three, including the league secretary, it is acceptable for the president to
appoint an officer to make the decision. All protests or challenges regardstgguements
or prebowls are decided by the board.

If a team cannot bowl at the regularly scheduled time, can they call the bowling center, b
and turn the scores into the desk or league secretary? No. A team cannairgrestbowl
without permissionContacting the center does not fulfill the requirement to receive
permission to preor postbowl. Only a committee or the board of directors can grant a
prebowl! or postponement.

111d/4| Can aleague adopt a rule allowing the opposing team captain to gpogtponements?

No. The opposing team captain has neither the authority nor the responsibility to make tk
decision. When a request for a postponement is made, it is up to the league board of
directors or postponement committee to decide what is suffitieause to grant the
LI2AGLIR2YSYSYlid ¢KS NBIAdANBYSydG Aa G2 | aa
protected and to be certain a team is not required to forfeit points because the opposing
team might not grant a postponement.

111d/5| How isthe decision made to grant a prebowl or postponement?

The committee and/or board should carefully consider the reasons for each postponeme
request and be consistent in their decistoraking. Although reasons for requests do not
have to be catastrophicd 'y SYSNASy Oez AG Aa GKS 0O2Y
not to grant the prebowl or postponement.

When a committee consists of more than one person or the board makes the decision, a
majority vote is required. The decision can be made at a mgedr via a telephone poll of all
committee/board members.

111e. Procedure

Following is the procedure to be used for prebowling or postponements:

1.

B w

© NGO

When teams are bowling in direct opposition, the captains of the teams involved shall agree
to a datefor bowling the prebowl/postponed match. If within one week from the date
originally scheduled, the captains cannot agree on a date, the league secretary shall set a date
and notify both team captains of the date and time. This notification should be givieast

three days prior to the date.

The league secretary or designated representative shall notify the bowling center of the
change in schedule and arrange to have a pair of lanes available.

Games must be bowled under the same regulations and rulesrgmg league play.

Handicap is figured as of the date/time the games are bowled. All games bowled prior to the
prebowled or postponed match shall be included in determining handicap.

Prebowled or postponed games shall be included in the average recofdias date bowled.
Games can be made up on any certified pair of lanes.

Scores qualify for league awards, unless otherwise provided by league rule.

Unopposed pre or post bowled scores will be eligible for USBC Awards except High Score
Awards as designatl in Rule 51a, Rule 51b, Rule 51c, Rule 51d, Rule 52a and Rule 52c.
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Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111e.

111e/1

If a team is granted a prebowl or postponement and the opposing team is not notified, g
the games forfeited?

When bowling unopposedhe opposing team does not have to be notified (or agree to a
date) prior to the time of bowling, unless otherwise provided by league rule. If the leagu
rules are silent regarding team bowling unopposed, the games stand as bowled. As a
courtesy, the oppsing team should be notified.

If the league adopted a rule requiring notification and the opposing team was not notifie
the league board would have the following options:

1. Games stand as bowled.

2. bdzZEf YR @2AR 020K (tlSteansxa rebdvd id 8idBck oppositian.

111e/2

What average and handicap is used for a prebowl and/or postponement?

The averages and handicaps as of the date the games are bowled must be used in bot
postponed and prebowled games. All games bowledrgadhe postponed or prebowled
games are used to determine average and handicap.

111e/3

When teams prebowl or post bowl unopposed, can the opposing team see the scores
bowled by the team bowling first?

There is no USBC rule to prevent the opposéagn from seeing the scores. When a leagug
allows teams to bowl unopposed, rules can be adopted to govern this situation.

111e/4

We had an individual/team prebowl because they had to work. Later they found out thaf
they would not have to work on that dag¢ so they appeared at the lanes to bowl. Can the
league secretary throw out their scores and allow them to bowl?

No. When an individual or team receives permission from the league and completes thq
prebowl, they have exhausted their eligibility for tHague session. The league board of
directors has the authority to declare the prebowled scores null and void only if a rule w
GA2Ff LGSR 2NJ RdzS (2 YAGAIFIGAY3I OANDdzyaddl
schedule does not fall into either tiese categories, therefore, the scores would stand.

111e/5

The league had a team prebowl for a specific league session. The team prebowled and]
then, due to severe weather, the league cancelled bowling on that date and resumed th
following week. What hgpens to the prebowled scores?

If the team prebowled and the league session was subsequently cancelled, USBC
recommends the board meet and choose one of the following options:

Option 1.The prebowled scores are applied to the rescheduled league sessetedrn
would not be permitted to rebowl that week as their scores have already been recorded]
their eligibility exhausted.

Option 2 The league board null and voids the prebowled scores and the team is allowe
bowl the rescheduled league session.

111e/6

Our league rules allow both individuals and teams to prebowl. Can the league secretary hold th]
prebowled scores and apply them to individual average records on the date the prebowled gam
are bowled for?
No. When individuals or teams are granigermission to prebowl for a specific league session, the
a02NBa 4 GUKS GAYS 026ftSR 0S02YS Iy AYYSRA
adz00SaaAr@sS O02YLISUAGAZ2Y Ay GKS tSI3dzSs GKS
for purposes of determining handicap.
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111e/7

Which USBC awards can and cannot be earned when @r@ostbowling unopposed?

The following awards can be earned:

Rule 51&; Single Game Rule 51k Series Awards
Awards

Adult All average based awards All average based awards
(itemsb-h) (items eQ)

Youth ltems candd ltems candd

The following awards cannot be earned:

Rule 51a Rule 51b Rule 51¢c Rule 51d Rule 52b Rule 52

300 game -900 series| National Baker 300 | -Merit Awards National
Team High Game High Series
Eleven strikes | -800series | Game and
in a row when Series
the score is
299 or less

111e/8

If the unopposed preor postbowling session is completed on the same date as the

f S 3dzSQa NBIdzf  NJ aSaarzy 0 damneshy dligible fofilUSBC
High Score awards?

No. Since the games are bowled outside of the regularly scheduled league session (bof
date and time), the Rule 111e, Item 8, would apply and those games would not be eligilf
for USBC High Score awards.

111e/9

If our league has an uneven number of teams, will the team opposing the-eaistent
team be eligible to earn USBC High Score awards?

Yes, provided the games are bowled during the regularly scheduled time, there will be 1
effect on USBC High Score award eligibility. However, if the

team should bowl the match at a time other than the regularly scheduled time, this wou
be considered annopposed preor postbowl. Rule 111e, Item 8, would then apply and
those games would not be eligible for specific USBC High Score awards.

111e/10

Will pre- or postbowled scores count for league awards?
The pre or postbowled scores are eligible fatl league awards, unless the league has
adopted a rule otherwise. This includes scores prel postbowled unopposed.

111e/11

Will individuals receive any USBC awards when-mepostbowling unopposed?
The following awards can be earned:

Rule51a- Single Rule 51b- Series
Game Awards Awards

Adult All average based All average based
awards (items ) awards (items @)
Youth ltemscandd ltemscandd

111e/12

If two teams from the same league are scheduled against each other and @rpostbowl
the games together, do they qualify for USBC High Score awards?
Yes. Matches bowled in direct opposition qualify for USBC awards.
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111e/13

If two teams from the same league NOT scheduled against each other,@rpostbowl

the games togetherdo they qualify for USBC High Score awards?

No. While two teams from the same league are bowling together, they are not bowling i
direct opposition because their scores are not being compared against each other to
determine wins or losses. Thiscensidered an unopposed situation; therefore, those gan
would not be eligible for specific USBC High Score awards.

111e/14 May our league adopt a rule to allow for unopposed prand postbowled scores to count
for USBC High Score awards?
No. USBC awa eligibility is determined by USBC Headquarters and cannot be supersed
by an adopted league rule.

111e/15 If the league session is cancelled and rescheduled at a time different from our regularly,

scheduled time, do the scores bowled qualify for USBI@h Score awards?

When the league session is rescheduled, it is treated as a regularly scheduled session.
Games bowled will be eligible for all USBC High Score awards. If teams choose not to }f
the rescheduled time, and bowl those games unopposedl @itferent time, those games
would not be eligible for specific USBC High Score awards.

111f. Time Limit for Bowling

Prebowled/postponed games must be bowled as follows:

1. Prior to the date of scheduled competition for final team standings for these®&r each
segment of a split season; or

2. Within seven days when the postponement is granted for the last day of a segment (split
season leagues); or

3. Within seven days when the postponement is granted for the last day of the schedule.

The foregoing apps to teams bowling in direct opposition. A league may adopt different time
frames for individual and/or team unopposed bowling.

The foregoing does not apply when a protest or appeal is pending finalization Riodked 19

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 111f.

11111

2KIG AF I GSFY ANIFYGSR | LRadLRySYSyild R?2
time limit?

A team can request an extension if they do not make aimes within the time limit set by
league rule. The committee or board considers the reason the games were not made up 3
decides whether to grant additional time to make the games up.

111f/2

Can a league adopt a rule placing a time limit on postponedngsa?

Leagues can adopt rules placing a time limit to make up games bowled unopposed. Howe
they cannot adopt a rule for makep games bowled in direct competition.

Rule 111f states, postponements must be made up before the date of the scheduled
compeftion for final team standings or each segment of a split season or seven days of th
final date of the schedule or segment. The only exception is when a protest or appeal is
pending finalization under Rule 119.

Therefore, a league wanting to place tirmits on direct competition makep game(s), can
adopt a rule indicating the game(s) "should" be made up within a specified time period.
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111f/3 | What happens if a postponement is not made up before the end of the season?

If games are not made up befotiee end of the season (end of the half, quarter, etc.) as
required by Rule 111f, the games are subject to forfeiture, unless the board rules otherwis
The board considers the reason why the games were never made up, and determines wh
forfeiture is inorder or if the games should be declared null and void, and the final position
standings for all teams computed on percentages.

Rule 112 Tie Game

When a tie occurs, each of the teams shall be credited withtwigthe value of the point(s)
normallyawarded. There shall be no playoff of such ties.

Rule 113 Playoffs/Special Contests

113a. Definition

A playoff is a separate competition conducted to determine league champions and/or break ties
in the league standings. Unless league rules allow fah@mpions, a playoff must be conducted:

1. To determine the champion when a tie exists for first place at the end of the league schedule.
2. To determine a champion when the league bowls a split season.

3. To determine first place when a tie occurs in any segnoéat split season.

4. When the league decides to break a tie for any other position.

Scores bowled which qualify for USBC awards will be recognized.

NOTE: Total pins for the season or team average cannot break position standing ties at the
conclusion othe season, or at the end of any segment of a split season schedule.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 113a.

113a/1] |If the league rules state no substitutes will be permitted the final two weeks of the schedu
can a substitute be used in the playoff?

A playoff is not considered part of the last two weeks of the schedule. If substitutes are
permitted during the regular season, they would be acceptable as eligible players unless :
league rule specifically states that substitutes are not permitted englayoff.

113a/2] When there is a tie for the league championship, can a league adopt a rule stating total pi
for the season will break the tie?

No, according to the information located in Rule 113a (note box), total pins for the season
cannot be usedo break a tie for any place in the position standings. A league may adopt
to allow for cachampions, thus eliminating the need for a playoff, but not one that would u
total pins.

Position standings are determined on the basis of games or pamiisduring the season in
actual competition. Rule 113a, Item 1 states, a tie for first place must be decided with a pl
unless the rules allow for echampions. Rule 113a, Item 4, provides a playoff must be
conducted when a league decides to brealkesfor any other position.
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The difficulty involved in basing team standings on total pins can be illustrated by checkin
almost any league standing sheet. Frequently, a team in fifth or sixth place will have a larg
total pin count than the team in thirdsecond, maybe even first place. Usually prize money 1
any other tied place is combined and divided equally between the tied teams. If there are

trophies involved, or if a league finds it necessary to break a tie for some other reason, a

playoff must beheld unless the rules allow for @hampions.

113a/3

¢KS Gg2 GSIFYya GASR FT2NJ GKS FTANRG K I-dffTThe® K
would like to use the games from the next time they are paired against each other for the
roll-off and the regular match. Can they do this?

No, there is no provision in USBC rules to allow scores to be used for more than one leag]
session.

113b. Procedures

A playoff may not consist of less than one frame, scored like a 10th frame.
1. The followingorocedures apply, unless the league rules state otherwise:

a.

b.

e.

Playoffs are conducted under the same rules governing league play during the regular

season.

Handicap is figured as of the date/time the games are bowled. All games bowled prior to

the playoff areincluded in determining handicap.

When more than two teams are involved in a playoff, total pins from the playoff shall

decide the

If a tie exists at the end of a playoff, each team bowls an additional frame until the tie is

broken.

winner.

Games do nibcount toward individual averages or special league prizes.

2. The league secretary arranges to have lanes available.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 113b.

113b/1

What average and handicap are used in a playoff?

Unless otherwise provided by league ryldse players involved use their average and
handicap as of the date the playoff is bowled. For example, if a league bowls a split seasq
and the playoff for the first half is not bowled until after three weeks into the second half, t
average and handap for the playoff includes all the games already bowled in the second H

113b/2

What happens if there is a thregvay tie for first place or a trophy position?

Total pins from the playoff will determine the winner unless otherwise provided in league
rules. Four adjoining lanes would be used, starting lanes would be selected by draw, and
would rotate after each game as follows:

LANE A B C
First Game Team 3 Team 1 Team 2
Second Team 2 Team 3 Team 1
Game

Third Team 1 Team 2 Team 3
Game
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113b/3

If a tie still exists after a playoff series is completed, how is the tie broken?

In the absence of a league rule stating otherwise, when a tie still exists at the end of the
playoff, each team will bowl an additional frame. This frame is to beldublwy each team on
the lane where it bowled the final frame of the last game and is scored like the tenth framqg
the tie is still unbroken, the teams involved alternate lanes for the additional tenth frame
needed to break the tie. This frame standsrado determine the winner and is not added to
the previous playoff game total. In a handicap league -tam¢h of the handicap is added to
the 10th frame score.

113b/4

When there is a tie for the winner of the first half in a split season, when shouild playoff

be conducted?
The playoff should be bowled as soon as possible. It is not necessary or recommended th
teams wait until the end of the season to break a tie for first place in the first half.

113b/5

If a league wants to adopt another leagydayoff format, what is acceptable?
The league could adopt one of the following formats to determine the winner of the playof
According to Rule 113b, under no circumstances may the playoff consist of less than one
frame.

a. Bowl one or more frames or gees.

b. Best two out of three games.

c. Total pins of a thregame playoff series.

d. A point for each game, but none for series.

e. Stepladder finals.

113c. Special Contests

A special contest is competition scheduled by the league where the scorest dount towards
regular league standings; such as a tournament. The following apply to such competition:
1. Participation must be limited to league members or substitutes.

2. USBC league or tournament rules govern play.

3. Scores bowled which qualify for USBC adsawill be recognized.

Rule 114c Withdrawals/Resignations

114a. Procedure for Withdrawing

Members of a league may withdraw from a league during a season.
1. If ateam or individual must withdraw, the following procedure is to be followed:
a. Two weeks noticenust be given along with sufficient cause for resigning.

1) A team shall give notice to the league secretary.
2) A member resigning from a team shall give notice to the captain and the league

secretary.

b. The resigning member(s) must pay league fees for two wide bowler is not replaced
within that period.

2. If proper notice and sufficient cause is not given, all franchise, prize and any other money for
which the team or individual may have been eligible will be forfeited, unless the league board
determines oherwise. In addition, the member(s) shall be subject to suspension of USBC
membership.
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Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 114a.

114a/1
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No, Rule 114a does not requigitten resignation, so a league requirement would not be
enforced by USBC. If the captain was aware a bowler did not plan to return and the secrq
was notified, then the notification requirement under Rule 114a would be fulfilled, even
though the leage rule has not been complied with. When a resignation is challenged, the
guestion to be answered is whether those involved were aware the individual had actuall
resigned.

114a/2

If management has banned a league member from the center, do they quédifyprize
money through the league?

When a league member has been banned from the center, it is considered a forced actid
The member removed qualifies for a portion of the team prize money prorated on the
number of weeks the individual contributed tbe prize fund.

114a/3

When a league member has been banned from the center, is the member required to
provide a twoweek notice?

No. A member banned from the center is considered a forced action. Therefore, the
individual is not required to provide ab-week notice as stated in Rule 114a.

114al/4

If a team member resigns or is replaced during the season, are they entitled to share the
GSIFYQad LINRAT S Y2ySekK

Regardless of how long bowlers compete with a team, they qualify for a prorated share g
thetearQ& LINAT S Y2y Seé LINPPARSR (GKS& NBaAdySs
replaced by the team captain.

Rule 104a, Item 7, requires the team captain to pay each member of the team within 15 ¢
after receiving prize money in accordance with any verbavritten agreements. USBC holdg
that prize distribution among team members is a team matter. When a member has bowI'I
part of the season and is unable to be a member at the end of the schedule, it is commo
practice for teams to prorate prize money betwethe member who resigned and the
replacement based on the number of games each bowled and paid for during the seasor

114b. Procedure for Returning after Withdrawing

A bowler who has resigned may bowl in the same league later that season provided:

1. Proper notice and sufficient cause was given, and the individual bowls on the same team from
which the bowler resigned. No vote of the team captains is required; or

2. Tworthirds written consent of the team captains is obtained when the bowler did not give
proper notice and sufficient cause, or wants to bowl on a team other than the one the bowler
resigned from.

The average of any bowler permitted to return to the league shall be continued.
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Rule 115 Disciplinary Procedures

115a. Dismissal of a League ©ér or Player

A league member can file a written charge asking for removal of a league officer or dismissal of a
player.
1. A player may be dismissed from the league or an officer removed from league office only for
any of the following reasons:
a. Conduct dergatory to the best interest of the league.
b. Any deliberate action which can be proven to be detrimental to the best interest of the
team.
c. Violation of any USBC or league rule.

A player who continues to pay the league fees cannot be dismissed or refiacadse of
absence from league play unless one of the foregoing reasons is applicable.

2. If written charges are filed, the following procedures must be followed:

a. Within one week after receipt of the written complaint, the league president should
schedule aneeting of the league board of directors, and members of the board shall be
notified. The meeting should be held at the earliest possible date.

b. Written notice and a copy of the complaint shall be provided to the individual(s) charged.
Such notice:

1) Shouldbe sent by first class mail or be hand delivered.
2) Shall notify the individual of the date, time and place of the meeting, as well as his/her
right to attend and offer a defense.

c. Aroster shall be prepared listing those present and absent. A quorum ofotuel lof
directors must be present at the meeting. Minutes of the meeting and all documents and
material relating to the charges must be maintained.

d. A two-thirds vote of board members present and voting shall be required for dismissal
and/or removal from dice.
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right to appeal that decision to the respective USBC local association, or to USBC
Headquarters. An appeal under this rule must be filed in accordanceRwith 119

3. A player dismissed from the league:

a. Forfeits all franchise, prize and any other money for which they may have been eligible,
unless the league board determines otherwise.

b. May rejoin the league with the wten consent of twethirds of the full membership of
the board. If permitted to rejoin, the average shall be continued.

NOTE: Leagues have the authority to act on verbal complaints.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 115a.

115a/1 A player or team on thdeague continually uses foul language during league play. What can be dg
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captain informing them that foul language is not acceptable in the ledtiee player(s) continue(s), 4
written complaint may be filed with a league officer asking for dismissal from the league. The
procedures outlined in Rule 115a must be followed.
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115a/2

When a league receives a written complaint asking for removal of &rcer or dismissal of
another player or a team, what must be done?

The procedure outlined in Rule 115a must be followed. The president should schedule a
meeting of the board of directors within one week of receiving a written complaint. A writt
notice stating the date, time and place of the meeting and a copy of the complaint must b
provided to each individual charged. The board allows each person involved to be heard
ask questions before making a decision. To dismiss a player or remove an affizethirds
vote of the board members present is required. In the case of an entire team, the board 1
@208 2y SFOK GSIFY YSYOSN) aSLINXGSteo ! ¥F
decision and the right to appeal must be given to the irlliais involved.

115a/3

Can the league simplify things and adopt a rule to require automatic dismissal when a
bowler misses two weeks in a row without an explanation?

No. A member cannot be dismissed without following Rule 115a or Rule 115b. The fdle g
state that a bowler who owes league fees will be subject to dismissal, but not automatical
Written charges must be filed with the board, and the member must be notified of the
meeting and be given the opportunity to defend themselves.

115b. Nonpgment of Fees and/or Improper Withdrawal

In Youth leagues that do not have a board of directors, the league supervisor/official is
responsible for the duties of the board.

When a league member is accused of failing to pay league fees and/or withdraitiogt
sufficient cause, the league must try to resolve the matter. If the matter is not resolved, the
following procedure shall apply:

1. Ac

omplaint shall be submitted, in writing, to a league officer or supervisor/official. Upon

receipt of a written comg@lint, the league proceeds as follows:

a.

Within one week after receipt, the president/supervisor should schedule a meeting of the
league board of directors, and the board shall be notified. The meeting should be held at
the earliest possible date.

Provides witten notice and a copy of the complaint to the individual(s) charged. Such

notice:

1) Should be sent by first class mail or be hand delivered.

2) Shall notify the individual of the date, time and place of the meeting, as well as his/her
right to attend and offe a defense. If the accused is a youth member, the parent or
guardian also must be invited to the meeting.g@mpék letter can be found on
BOWL.com

Prepares a roster listing those present and absent. A quorum of the board of directors

must be present at the meeting.

Maintains minutes of the meeting and all documents relatinght® tharges. The minutes

shall include:

1) An accounting of arrearages, including dates and amounts. The bowler may not be
charged for more than six (6) sessions.

2) Whether the accused was present or absent when the arrearage occurred.

3) The date of replacementf(@applicable).

Votes to determine if the accused is guilty. A tthirds vote of the board members

present and voting shall be required. After voting:

1) If found not guilty (twethirds vote not achieved), the charges are dismissed.
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2) If found guilty, the lockassociation or USBC Headquarters is to be furnished with a

copy of Items ay indicated below and should be submitted within 30 days after the

league meeting.(Achecklistcan be found oBOWL.com)

a) The meeting notices.

b) The meeting minutes.

c) List of board members, officers and team captains present or absent.

d) The vote cant for the recommendation of the league board.

e) Amount charged to defendant(s) and all supporting documents and material. (See
Rule 115b, Item-t)

f) Exact date(s) each defendant is being charged for. The bowler may not be charged
for more than six sessions.

g) The league rules.

2. Upon receipt of the file, the local association manager shall verify that complete information
was provided and submit a copy of the file to USBC Headquarters.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 115b.

115b/1

Al4yearoldboyquitm@a2y Qa GSIY 2gAy3a FSSa F2N &S
league in another center. Can anything be done to prevent such incidents?

As the boy is not an adult, he cannot be forced to repay the money; however, he can be
suspended for nonpayment of leagdiees, which violates Rule 1-2bIf the league cannot
collect the money, the procedures as outlined in Rule 115b must be followed.

115b/2

How should the league handle a member whose checks are constantly being returned
because of insufficient funds?

2 KSYy | YSYOSNRna OKSOl A& NBUOGddz2NYSR 0SOl dz
contact the member and insist on cash payment for the amount of the check plus any se
charges incurred. If payment is not received, the member could be chargeaavifrayment
of league fees under Rule 115b. We also suggest that no further checks be accepted an
player notified that league fees can only be paid in cash. If checks are a problem, the leg|
may adopt a rule stating checks will not be accepted fgmpent of league fees. In instances
where a league has an arrearage rule, the member issuing the check is considered in ar
Games bowled by the member are subject to forfeiture if payment is not received.

115b/3

If a member leaves the league without notice and still owes fees, what should an officer
do?

When a member is accused of leaving the league without notice and owing fees, the leaq
should try to resolve the matter prior to disciplinary action. Many baw/re not aware they
may be suspended from USBC membership for nonpayment of league fees. If payment i
received, a written complaint should be filed immediately with the board and copied to th
delinquent member. The provisions of Rule 115b mustdiievied.

115b/4

If a member leaves the league and is delinquent in their league fees, how many sessions
they be charged for in accordance with Rule 115b?
According to Rule 115b, Item 1(d)(1), the bowler may not be charged for more than six (¢
ses®ons. Immediate action should be taken by the league upon discovering an individual
not returning and still owes league fees.
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115c. Limited Removals (Youth Leagues)

The following applies to youth leagues only:

1.

The removal processes only applieddagues under the supervision of the league supervisor
or official and does not restrict the member from participation in other USBC leagues or
tournaments.
The league supervisor or league official may impose the following penalties for rule violations
and/or improper conduct:
a. Limited removal of not more than three league sessions.
b. Permanent removal.
A youth has the right to appeal any removal from league competition.
a. The appeal must be filed in writing with the local association or USBC Headquarters
within:
1) 48 hours of a limited removal.
2) 15 days from the date of permanent removal.
b. A removal from one to three league session(s) is held in abeyance until a decision is made
by USBC.
c. The local association should forward appeals they receive to USBC Headqwittirs
seven days of receipt.

Rule 116c Scores

116a. Scoring Process

In league play:

1.
2.
3.

Scores must be recorded on a scoresheet in plain view of opposing players.

Every frame bowled by each player shall be recorded.

Each team shall record the scores offegame in a score book kept by the team captain or
someone appointed by the captain for this purpose.

The scoresheet is the official record, and the team score books must agree with the
scoresheet at the end of each game.

After the score books are verifiahd signed by the opposing team captains, they are the

f SF3dzSQa 2FFAOALIET NBO2NR F2NJ 40KS aStrazyo
Errors in scoring or calculation must be corrected by a league officer immediately upon
discovery. Any gquestionable errors in scoring or calculation shall be decided by the league
board.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 116a.

116a/1| Does the league @ard have to meet before an error can be corrected?

When an obvious error is to be corrected, a directive from the board is not necessary; a lg
officer is authorized to make changes. However, Rule 116a, Item 6 states, the board of
directors decides oguestionable errors in scoring or calculation.

116a/2] Is there a time limit for correcting errors in scoring or calculation?

Corrections may be made until the prizes are distributed. Thdahstime limit of Rule 119
does not apply.
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116a/3

Can an error on a score sheet or recap sheet be corrected after the team captains have
signed the recap sheet?

Yes. AlthouglRule 104altem 5, and Rule 1164, Item 5, require the captains to sign the
scorebook andrerify the scores bowled, their signatures do not prevent a score from being|
corrected. An officer is required by Rule 116a, Item 6, to correct errors if they are found af
the captains have signed the recap sheets. Both captains should be notifieel adrttections.

116b. Scores Lost

When game(s) or frame(s) within a game are irretrievably lost in the scoring process, the

following procedures shall apply:

1. Scores that can be documented or agreed upon by the opposing team captains stand and the
game $all resume from the point of interruption in regular order.

2. Scores that cannot be documented or agreed upon by the opposing team captains shall be
rebowled, unless the board of directors rules them null and void.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 116b.

116b/1

2SS dzaS ldzi2YFGAO a02NAY3I YIOKAYySasz FyR 3
in the eighth frame of the first game. A printout was not available, so the league secretary)
allowed the team to reconstruct the scores. Was this procedaeamrect?

If the teams in question are able to agree, the scores could be reconstructed and, if
necessary, the games continued from the point of interruption. If the official record is
mutilated, lost, defaced, or the captains cannot agree on the scorf®Bd.holds games in
guestion should be rebowled.

Rule 117 Prizes

117a. Prize List

The prize committee shall submit one or more prize lists for consideration within five weeks after

the start of the season. The prize list shall:

1. Comply with any rules #t have been adopted by the league.

2. Be approved by the board of directors unless the league rules provide for its adoption by the
membership. After approval, the prize list may be changed only with the written consent of
every team captain or designatedmesentative.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 117a.

117a/1

What voting procedures are used when the prize committee submits multiple prize lists?
¢KS fSF3dzSQa LINATS ftAad Ydzad o06S | R2LIGSR
three ormore prize lists are considered and none of the prize lists submitted receives a
majority vote, the league board of directors should approve one of the following options:
1. The prize list receiving the lowest vote total is dropped and the remainizg psts are
voted upon. Until one prize list receives a majority vote, the prize list receiving the lowest
would continue to be dropped.

2. All prize lists with the exception of the two receiving the most votes are dropped and
another vote is take. The prize list adopted is decided by a majority vote.
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117a/2

How is prize money paid out under a split season format?

Many leagues bowling a split season find it more satisfactory to approve a prize list for eq|
segment. The payments are based oarteposition standings in each segment, although the
prize money is not usually paid out at the end of each segment. Some leagues pay mone
the number of points won rather than on position standings.

117a/3

What happens if the league did not adoptgize list in accordance with Rule 117a?
According to USBC Rule 102c, Item 5, and Rule 117a, the league president arranges to h
prize committee submit one or more prize lists for consideration by the fifth week after the
start of the season. If arize committee was not appointed, the president should appoint on|
immediately and one or more prize lists should be submitted to the league board for appre
as soon as possible.

Rule 117a, Item 2, provides that the board of directors approves the |Bizenless the
league rules provide for the adoption by the membership. Once approved, the prize list c3
be changed without written consent from every team captain or designated representative

117b. Qualification

The following procedure appligs prize distribution:
1. Team : Team prizes shall be distributed according to verbal or written agreements.
a. If there is a dispute on the division of team prizes, it shall be decided by the board of
directors.
b. No team can win more than one prize in any grafiprizes, unless otherwise provided by
league rule.
2. Individual: To qualify for individual league prizes, a player must bowl the required number of
games.
a. The following provisions also apply, unless otherwise provided by league rules.
1) A member shall havieowled at least twethirds of the games of the league schedule.
2) If a substitute later becomes a regular member, the games bowled as a substitute shall

be included in the required number of games. (This does not apply to the league high
average award.)

3) Scaes bowled as a substitute shall not qualify for individual league prizes.
4) No individual can win more than one prize in any group of prizes.

b. If a bowler has competed in twihirds of the league schedule or the number of required
games, and cannot be a méer at the end of the season because of physical disability or
other reasons beyond his/her control, the board of directors shall decide his/her eligibility
for individual prizes.

c. A membemwho withdraws during the season without proper notice and sufficient cause
or is dismissed or suspended, shall forfeit any money paid into the league, unless the
league board determines otherwise.

3. Handicap Leagues: All special prizes for team and/ovishaal high series or high game shall
be awarded on a handicap basis, unless otherwise adopted by the league.

NOTE:

The following are considered groups of prizes: 1st, 2nd, 3rd high individual scratch
game; 1st, 2nd, 3rd high individual handicap gadst, 2nd, 3rd high individual scratch
series; and 1st, 2nd, 3rd high individual handicap series. The same groups apply to team
awards.
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Since scratch and handicap scores are considered separate groups, a team or individual would be
eligible for both saitch and handicap prizes, unless the league rules otherwise. If a league rule
limits teams or individuals to one award, the rule should also state which prize a member or team
will win if a score qualifies for more than one.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 117b.

117b/1

Two league members are in contention for the high average award, but one of them bowl
half of the season as a substitute. Are they both eligible for prize consideration?
According to Rule 117b, scores bowled as a substitute are igilelfor prize consideration fg
any award based on average. Thus, the substitute who later became a regular member iS
eligible for the award as they did not bowl tvibirds of the season as a regular member.

117b/2

We limit our members to just onéndividual award. Would the high average award be
included in the prize limitation for members?

Many leagues regard high average as a special achievement or accomplishment, thereby
SESYLIWiAYy3a F YSYO6SNI SIENYyAyYy3 KL (g rhembeNI o ofeN
award. However, a league by rule can limit the number of awards an individual would be
eligible for, and can include the high average award in that limitation.

117b/3

If members qualify for both a handicap and scratch award, and the leagule limits a
member to one award but does not state which one takes precedence, how is award
distribution determined?

In accordance with Rule 103b, the league board should make the decision. Some bowlery
believe scratch scores are more meaningful,levbthers believe handicap awards should taK
precedence in a handicap league. The board will make the decision and a league rule shq
adopted for the next season.

117b/4

Can scratch awards be issued in a handicap league?
Yes, as long as provided leyague rules or the adopted prize list.

117b/5

A member is in contention for the high game award, but the member bowled as a substitu
during the early part of the season. The player bowled the game as a regular member anq
as a substitute. Is thenember eligible for the league prize?

Yes, provided the individual bowled the required number of games (such athirs), which
must be bowled during the season to be eligible for an individual award. According to Rul
117b, Item 2(a)(2), the games blaad as a substitute and as a regular member is combined
determine the required number of games, unless the league rules state otherwise. Theref
since the member bowled the game as a regular league member, they would be eligible fq
award.

117b/6

Our league gives out an award for the high average bowler in the league. The league has
rule requiring participants to bowl! twethirds of the scheduled league games or 60 games {
be eligible for a league award. The bowler who has high average ledv84 games in the
league but their first 12 games in the league were bowled as a substitute. Is the bowler st
eligible for high average award?

Yes. The league secretary subtracts the 12 games and resulting pinfall bowled as a subs
from the 84 @me total. If the bowler still has high average based on the 72 games bowled
regular member, they would be entitled to the award provided they have bowled at least 2
GKS fSF3dzSQa aOKSRdzZ S a | NBE3IdzZ I NJ YSYO S
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117b/7] LF I Y S Y0 SNIds the aseNdgum r hanbicaspfg, is the member eligible for handica
awards?

The member is eligible for handicap awards unless the league has adopted a rule limiting awards
those with averages under the base figure (see Rule 117D, ltem 2).

117b/8 LF F G4SFY YSYOSNI NSaAIYyEa 2NI A& NBLX FOSR RdzN
money?
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prize money provided they resigned in accamde withRule 114ar were replaced by the team captai

Rule 104altem 7, requires the team captain to pay each member of the team within 15 days after
receiving prize mogy in accordance with any verbal or written agreements. USBC holds that prize
distribution among team members is a team matter. When a member has bowled part of the seas
and is unable to be a member at the end of the schedule, it is common practicsafostto prorate
prize money between the member who resigned and the replacement based on the number of ga
each bowled and paid for during the season.

Rule 118; Averages

118a. How Determined

A bowling average is determined by dividing the total number of pins credited to a bowler in one
USBC league by the number of games bowled in that league in a season.

Extra pins or fractions must be disregarded in using averages for handicappingsdicelien
purposes and shall be reduced to a percentage of a pin only for the purpose of deciding individual
position standings in a league.

Partial games and games bowled through the efforts of more than one player cannot be used in
determining abowldlD&d | GSNIF IS dzyt Saa €SI 3dzS NMz S& NIBIj dzA N
based on the actual frames bowled by each player.

(Team & Individual Average Record sheets can be fourglmNL.con)

Commonly Asked Questns¢ Rule 118a.

118a/1 Two bowlers are tied for high average at the end of the season. Should their averages be carried
to fractions of a pin or do they both get trophies?

Extra pins must be carried out to a fraction of a pin to determine whaltmakigher average. Divide
SIOK 02¢f SNnRa G224t LAya F2N 0KS asSlhazy oeé
places. However, two bowlers could be tied in averages, including the fraction of a pin. If they arq
they should each meive an award.

118a/2 In a splitseason league, we know standings are started over at the half, but how about averages
A rule may be adopted to start averages over again at the split in the schedule for handicapping
purposes only, although it is nodcommended. Rule 118a states, in part, a bowling average is

determined by dividing the total number of pins credited to a bowler by the number of games bow
in one league in a season. If a member needs average verification, the average has to be campy
the basis of all games bowled by the member, and not just those games bowled in the first or seq
segment. When final averages are reported, each must be based on all games bowled and on to
for the entire season.
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118a/3| Our league rules &w both individuals and teams to prebowl. Can the league secretary h{

the prebowled scores and apply them to individual average records on the date the
prebowled games are bowled for?

No. When individuals or teams are granted permission to prebowd fpecific league sessiof
GKS a02NBa Fd GKS GAYS 02¢6ftSR 0S02YS Iy
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games bowled for purposes of determining harglic

118b. How Established

Each league shall adopt a rule to determine the number of games required to establish an
average in that league. The following applies when establishing an average:

1.

2.

3.

A righthanded bowler must always bowl rightinded.Similarly, a lethanded bowler must

always bowl lefthanded. Penalty:Forfeiture of game.

No combination of scores bowled both riglaind lefthanded can be used to compute an

average, except as stipulated in Rule 4c.

The league board of directorskm®@ = 6 & Yl 22NAGe @20S> | Radzald |
player bowls in the league or during the season due to injury or disability. Separate averages
must be maintained.

Youth leagues:

4.

A bowler using a twdnanded delivery will establish an average witlo hands. When the
bowler changes to a onkanded delivery, they must establish a new average using that hand.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 118b.

118b/1] If a bowler uses his/her opposite hand to make a delivery during a game, what happens?

If anindividual does not have permission from the league board of directors, a league offig
or the league board would then have the following options within the timelines as stated i
Rule 119.
e 5SOfINB (KS AYRA Oh&uekldr @@ld rddeiveSeroi@ tidF garmell 3
(Note: Scores bowled by the other team members not in violation stand as bowled.)

e 5SOf I NS GKS {SI T&damivbuld Secelveze® Brihé GaRe. (Note:
The individual in violation would receive peHowever, scores bowled by the other team
members counts toward their individual averages and league awards unless the league r
state otherwise.)

118b/2] A bowler decides to throw at a spare by delivering their bowling ball between their legs.

Would this be considered a change in delivery and a violation of Rule 118b?
The bowler has changed or deviated from their normal delivery which is a violation of Rulq
MMYyo® ¢KAA NUzZ S LINPOARSE || LISyltde 27Fs T4
action occurred.

118b/3] A bowler is using the twehanded approach.The bowler's dominate hand is the right hand.

Can the bowler use the right hand for spares?
Yes, since both deliveries are with the same dominate hand, the bowler did not change hi|
delivery and therefore, is not in violation of any USBC rules.

118b/4] A player started league bowling right handed, but later decided to use a two handed approach. Is

this a change of delivery and in violation of Rule 118b?
No, as long as all deliverieseanade with the right hand, this would not be a violation of RLil&b.
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118b/5] What are the requirements of a delivery for a twbanded approach?
A two-handed bowler is required to use the same dominant hand during their delivery on |
their first andsecond shots (this refers to the hand in which the bowling ball rests). They a
have the option of utilizing a thumb hole or noboth are acceptable. However, only one set
of gripping holes is allowed.

118c. League Entering Average

Entering averages are determined by league rules. A bowler who does not have
an entering average or until they meet the requirement(s) defined by league
rule(s), average is determined by dividing the total number of pins by the total
number of games bowlethe first league session. (SBeile 100dor handicap.)
When a bowler fails to complete his/her first game in order to establish an
average, the frames bowled will be declared null and void and a vacancy score
used.

NOTE: The following are options for entering averages:
e Highest Average The highest average in any USBC league in which
a player competes in one season.
e Composite Average The average of a bowler who bowls in two or
more USBC leagues in a season. Theagecis determined by
adding the total pins for all of the leagues and dividing the result by
the total number of games bowled in those leagues.

NOTE: If a bowler is unable to finish a game after at least one complete game
has been bowled, the provisions Bfile 108ar 108b must be followed
using the average established for the complete game.

Commonly Asked Questies ¢ Rule 118c.

118c/1] The league rule requires three games be bowled to establish an average. A member bow
120 for game one and a 150 for game two and cannot bowl game three. What score is us
for the missed game? How are average and handiégpred?
In a handicap league, if a bowler does not have an entering average or until they meet th|
requirement(s) defined by league rule, handicap is based on the average of all games ba

In the example given, the score for game three would be ¢atied by adding games 1 and 2
together (120 + 150 = 270 actual pinfall), then dividing by total games bowled (270 + 2 =
I SNI 3S0d ¢KAA gAff IAGS &2dz GKS 026t SNJ
determine the absentee score for gartieee, the bowler would use the established averags
less ten pins (13510 = 125 absentee score) unless league rules state otherwise.

81



118d. League Entering Average Cap

When a league institutes a team/individual cap, the league will use the entevgrgges to

determine the cap. The following shall also apply:

1. The team shall not have a combined entering average that exceeds the league cap rule, unless
otherwise provided by league rule.

2. If amember on a team is replaced or a substitute is used¢timebined entering average of
those players will constitute the team average for the purposes of meeting the league cap.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 118d.

118d/1| The league has a rule stating teams may not exceed the 900 average cap at any tinmg du
the season. A team needs a substitute or a replacement during the season. Do the team
members use their current average or entering average to determine compliance with the
league average cap?

Entering averages must be used to determine compliance théhHeague cap. When a
member on a team is replaced or a substitute is used, the combined entering averages o
those players will constitute the team average for the purpose of meeting the league ave
cap.

118d/2 | The playing strength of the league iedr; our team has six players on the roster. One of th
four players scheduled to bowl could not make it. The entering average of the absent pla
with the most games puts the team over the league cap. What should the captain do?
AccordingtaRule 1042 L GSY mX AG Aa GKS GSEFY OF LI
of the team. Therefore, the captain must change players to meet the cap. If it is not poss
to meet the cap, a postponement should be regted.

118e. Establish New Average due to Change in Delivery

If because of injury or disability a bowler finds it necessary to change delivery frontoidgift-
handed or viceversa, the league board of directors, by majority vote, may permit the bowler to
change delivery. If approval is obtained, the bowler nmestablish a new average.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 118e.

118e/1] May a bowler switch his/her delivery after the start of the season due to injury?

Yes. However, the bowler is required to obtain permission from the league board of direg
If the bowler were later able to return to their original hand delivery, permission would aga
have to be obtained from the board. No combination of scores bowled both-ragiut left
handed can be used in computing an average. Therefore, two separate averagjeshave

to be maintained. A bowler who switches without permission forfeits those games.
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Rule 119. Protest/Appeal Procedures

The league board of directors shall first decide on all protests as stafedlén103bProtests are
decided by the league official/supervisor in Youth leagues that do not have a board.
a. Protests:
1. Written protests are filed with a league officer and shall be filed within 15 days of the
series being bowled except:
a) A protest resulting from conwgtition in the final two weeks of a league schedule shall
be filed within 72 hours of the final date of the league schedule or the end of a
segment if the league bowls a split season.
b) A protest involving league playoff games shall be filed within 72 hours.

2. Unless a protest is confirmed in writing, the series or decision stands.
3.¢KS 02FNRQa RSOAaA2Y akKlftf aidlyRZ dzyfSaa I
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USBC Halquarters.

NOTE: League protests received by local associations or USBC Headquarters that have
not initially been decided by the league board of directors will be returned to the
league for a decision.

b. Appeals shall be filed in writing within:
1. 15 day=of notification during the regular schedule.
2. 72 hours when notification occurs:
a) In the final two weeks of the league schedule.
b) Atthe end of a segment if the league bowls a split season.
c) After the league schedule has ended.
d) As a result of playoff competitn.

Prizes for positions involved cannot be distributed until the protest or appeal is resolved.
NOTE: A copy of the appeal should be filed with a league officer.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 119.

119/2 | Does the board have to make a decision on a verbal protest?

No, however the president may call a meeting to address a verbal protest. USBC Rule 11
requires the board to act on all written protests filed within specific timelin@sidelines on
how to file a proper protest, can be found on BOWL.com.

119/2 When a team uses an ineligible player, can a league officer declare games forfeited?

Yes, league officers have authority to take action regarding games bowled by an ineligiblg
player if detected witm the time frames stated in Rule 119. If action is not taken within the
time period, the games stand. League officials have the power to enforce league rules ang
declare game(s) forfeited. If an officer fails to act, or a league member decides tangealle
0KS 2FFAOSNRAE RSOAaAA2YSE | gNAGGSY LINRGS3
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Rule 120. Position Matches

A rule may be adopted to include position matches in the schedule subject to the following:

a. Teams shall be paired according to its league position standings and games bowled count as

won and lost.
b. Ties for position pairings shall be determined by total pinfall without handicap, unless
otherwise provided by league rule.

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 120.

120/1 If teams bowl against the wrong opponents during the position round or regular schedule, can the]

games be bowled over, or can the scores be compared with the proper opponents?

match was bowled.

USBC holds the games stand as bowled and are entered iedbed for games won or lost as well as
for individual averages. The league continues with the regular schedule after discovering the erro
Comparing scores with the proper opponents changes the competitive circumstances under whic

120/2 The league bowls a position round the last week and after bowling, there is a tie for first place. Dg

the teams involved bowl another complete 10th frame to determine the champion?

under the same rules that apply during the regular season.

the playoff.

No. According tdRule 113aaplayoff would be bowled to determine the champion. In accordance w
Rule 113b, Item 1(a), if the league does not have rules to govern the playoff, it would be conductd

For instance, if théeague bowls three games each session using the sgoign system (two points
awarded for each game, plus one point for total pins), the playoff would consist of three games us
the sevenpoint system. Another complete 10th frame is bowled only if astikk exists at the end of

120/3 How are lanes assigned for position matches?

match draw for a pair of lanes.

There are several possibilities, and a league can adopt the format its members prefer. The most
common method is to schedule the first and second place teanmbefirst pair of lanes; the third and
fourth place teams on the next pair, etc. Another possibility is to have one team captain for each

The only basic requirement is teams be scheduled against opponents according ® $¢éagings. If
the league does not have a rule on assigning lanes, the board makes the decision. (See Rule 103

120/4 Can a substitute be used in a position round or a playoff?
Yes, a substitute may be used provided the league has not adopted statite otherwise.

120/5 Should position matches be determined when the schedule is adopted before the season begins

during the season?

schedule.

According to Rule 120, the league should decide on position matches when rules are adopted be
the seasorbegins. When the schedule is prepared, position matches are inserted as directed by th
league rule. If a rule for position matches is not adopted before the season begins, unanimous wr|
consent of all team captains or representatives is requiredltwalor position matches in the

120/6 How are position match pairing determined when teams fail to make up postponement(s) or all

teams in the league have not bowled the same number of games?

wins and losses when scheduling the position match.

When postponed games have not been completed befoposition match or all teams have not
bowled the same number of games to date, the secretary determines team pairings on a percentd
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120/7 Can you explain how to figure position standings on erpentage basis?

A league determines position standings on a percentage basis when it has an uneven number of
and the league votes to use the bye system, or when all teams in the league do not bowl the sam|
number of games (games ruled null and voich team is added and is not allowed to make up misssg
games).

Percentages are based on the number of points a team has the opportunity to win as compared t4
number of points actually won. Team standing is determined by dividing the total numpeird$ a
team competed for into the number of points actually won.

The following is an example of how to figure percentages:

Place Team Won Lost Total Percentage
Pts

1 C 38 10 48 792

2 D 40 12 52 .769

3 B 35 13 48 729

4 A 35 17 52 673

5 E 26 26 52 .500

1. Add total points won and lost (plus unearned points when applicable).
2. Divide points won by total points.

The chart indicates standings of a league with four points in contention for each match. If a team
(Team D) bowled 13 weeks and dreWwyae for one week, it has the opportunity to win 52 points. If th
team won 40 points out of the possible 52, it has a percentage of .769 in the standings after the 1
scheduled week. For match point leagues, there are more points in contention each bugeke
method for figuring the percentage is the same as a{mint league.

120/8 When there are an uneven number of teams in the league at the time of a position round, which
team is paired against the noexistent team or is given a bye?

Sincepairings for matches start with the first place team, the last place team ends up with the
nonexistent team as its opponent, unless league rules state otherwise. That team bowls to earn th
points or is given a bye.

121. League Fees

League fees consist the total paid for bowling, the prize fund and any other amount voted by
the league.

All league fees, including any entry or sponsor fee, shall be decided by the league.

Youth leaguesWhen an awards fee is collected as part of the league fees, it beuseturned
100 percent to the league members in the form of trophies or other acceptable awards.

NOTE: Failure to pay league fees could result in suspension of USBC membershipul&ee
115b)
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Commonly AskedQuestionsc Rule 121.

121/1

Who is responsible for the league fees when a team is unable to find a bowler to fill a
vacancy?

When there is a vacancy on a team for a prolonged period, and the team has made a se
effort to obtain a member but is not sgessful, it becomes a league problem and not just g
team problem. In this situation, the board should agree to absorb the shortage caused by
vacancy. All league members should be encouraged to help recruit bowlers to fill vacang

121/2

| have been told my son must pay league fees each week even if he is absent. Is this
permitted in a youth league?

The league may have this requirement; however, if a league wishes to do this we recom
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basis. If a league member is behind in paying league fees, the league has the authority t
prohibit them from competing until the arrearage is paid.

122. Meetings

League meetings are conducted under the follogvrequirements:

a. The secretary shall notify the members or team captains of all league meetings.

b. To conduct business, a quorum must be in attendance. In youth leagues, the league
supervisor or official must also be in attendance.

c. Absentee and proxy votesenot acceptable. Only members present are eligible to vote.

Rules shall be adopted at a meeting prior to the start of the league schedule by the board of
directors, unless the league elects to have its rules adopted by the membership. After the league
schedule begins, a change in the league rules and approved prize list can be made only with the
written consent of every team captain or designated representative.

(For more information on conducting meetings, see tl@gue Operations Handbapk

Commonly Asked QuestionsRule 122.

122/1

If a rule is adopted or changed after the league schedule starts, when does it become
effective?

When a leaguadopts new or changes existing rules, the rule revisions become effective
immediately upon adoption and cannot be made retroactive.

122/2

Can league rules adopted at the end of the season be changed before the schedule starts
Yes. According to Rule2,2rules must be adopted at a meeting prior to the start of the leagu
schedule. Therefore, a league may discuss and vote on their rules at the end of the seaso
during the offseason. However, rules adopted before the start of the season may be chang
prior to the start of the league schedule by majority vote.

122/3

Can center management attend a league meeting?

Yes.Center management has a vested interest in the leagues within the celtany choose
to attend meetings to answer questions related to the center and its policies and advise
leagues when adopting rules. However, unless center personnel presemtamaer of the
league, they do not have voting privileges on motions before the league.
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Chapter 5: Sport Bowling

Introduction

The rules included in this chapter are unique to Sport Bowling, an optional upgrade to standard
membership.Sport Bowlingd recognized as the highest level of competitive bowling and takes
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to deal with changing lane condition3.o be officially recognized, a USBC Sport Bowlagukeor

tournament must be registered on the Sport Bowling sectioBOWL.conprior to the start of

competition.

The following rules for Sport Bowling were approved by USBC in accordance with the authority
granted itin Article 4, Section E of tHgSBC Bylawn the absence of a rule or specification, the
USBC ruleand specifications governing standard leagues and tournaments shall be followed for
Sport Bowling competition.

More information on Sport Bowling can be found B®WL.com.

Rule 200; Definition

200a. League

A Sport Bwling league is defined as a league meeting the following requirements:

1. The league is registered with USBC prior to the start of competition.
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3. All rules and specifications for Sport Bowling are adhered to.

200b. Tournament

A Sport Bowling tournament is defined as a tournament meeting the following requirements:
1. The tournament is registered with USBC prior to the start of competition.

2. All competition takes place in a center in compliance \the 206b

3. All rules and specifications for Sport Bowling are adhered to.

Rule 201- Membership

All bowlers participating in USBC Sport Bowling leagues naysbipprovide proof of payment of
the Sport Bowling membership dues ($15 for adults; $10 for youth) in addition to all required
standard USBC membership dues. Unless required by tournament rule, participants in Sport
Bowling tournaments are not required twe Sport Bowling members.

Substitutes in USBC Sport Bowling leagues are permitted to participate in one league session per
season without the requirement to purchase Sport Bowling membership if they have already
purchased USBC standard membership fordheent season. Only USBC Sport Bowling

members are eligible for USBC Sport Bowling awards.

Basic USBC membership dues for USBC Lifetime members will be paid by the organization, but
the bowler is responsible for paying the additional Sport Bowling dues.
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